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THE APPROACH OF LENT 


Lent, that glorious annual opportunity for spiritual en- 
richment in our Church, is almost here again. Luther 
Leaguers who are earnest about their religion will not be 
slack in taking advantage of many of the opportunities 
which their church offers them for cultivation of the 
spiritual life during these days. 

But in addition, earnest Luther Leaguers will want to 
participate in the projects of Operation Spiritual (IV and 
V) which The Luther League of America is now 
promoting. 

Project IV is slated for introduction in the early part 
of February before the beginning of Lent, but should 
certainly continue throughout Lent and even beyond. 
Why? Because it is a program of simple evangelism which 
is refreshingly unique and especially well-suited for use 
by young people from 12 to—well, we won't say how 
old. It is called the Christ in Every Purse movement. 

This project calls for a formal introduction of the plan 
to a local League on some Sunday in early February. 
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What is the fascination of the ski jump? 
It is difficult for one who has not experienced 
the sport to understand all that is involved. 
It is quite clear, however, that it is thrilling. 
The news reels reveal that even to those who 
live in the land of perpetual summer, of sun- 
shine and flowers. 

Then, too, the number of spills which occur 
is evidence enough that it requires consum- 
mate skill, agility, and balance to make the 
built-in curves that are often a part of the 
greatest ski jumps. Like life itself, the ski 
jump has its hazards even for the most skilled, 
while the learner gets many a spill. 

Nevertheless, even to make a start requires 
sturdiness of limb and the spirit of adventure. 
From the very start there must be confidence 
that one can learn to stand on his feet while 
traveling at incredible speed down a snow- 
clad mountainside. There must also be the 
willingness to risk all to attain the goal. Only 
the brave-hearted succeed. The rest must 
take their places among the spectators who 
vicariously enjoy the thrill of the sport. 

Life itself is rather rugged for each and all 
of us. It has its thrills and its spills. As much 
skill is required to live successfully as is 


lt Is Ski Time Somewhere 


needed to negotiate the most difficult of turns 
on the most breath-taking of ski jumps. How 
does one get these skills? Is he born with 
them? 


He is born with the capacity to acquire 
them. The baby can not stand alone, walk 
unaided, or speak intelligibly. He must even 
learn to feed himself. These are basic phys- 
ical skills which must be learned. 


But no one of us is altogether physical. Man 
is essentially “a living soul”. And the cultiva- 
tion of the soul becomes the very heart of 
living among all men. 


The courage to face life unafraid, to risk 
all on one’s faith in God, and to be undaunted 
by all hazards, is a quality of soul which all 
men need. How do they get it? It comes from 
their companionship with the Unseen. For 
the Christian it is a matter of possessing the 
Spirit of God. With Him it is possible for us 
to face life unafraid. Paul expressed that con- 
viction in these words, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth me.” We, 
too, can have the same experience if we keep 
the fellowship with Him in prayer and study 
His Word. 
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The photograph shows Mr. Carl F. Duning, Lutheran 
layman of Richmond, Indiana, founder of the increasingly 
popular Christ in Every Purse Movement. The simple 
plan which Mr. Duning has suggested is becoming very 
popular among different groups of evangelical Christians 
as a form of modern evangelism. It all started when Mr. 
Duning sent each of the service personnel from his home 
congregation a small sepia print of Warner Sallman’s 
“Head of Christ” as a Christmas present one year during 
the recent war. His suggestion at that time was that the 
fellows and girls carry the same in their wallets as a daily 
reminder of the Presence of Christ. The suggestion was 
received so well, and there were so very many favorable 
comments about the practice that Mr. Duning felt en- 
couraged to continue the practice among civilians during 
peace time. 

This magazine carried an extended illustrated article 
about the movement in its issue of May, 1949. Since 
that time the convention of The Luther League of Amer- 
ica at Roanoke (August, 1949), Virginia, took action to 
promote the plan among its members and they in turn 
among their friends and acquaintances. Subsequently, the 
Committee on Operation Spiritual has incorporated it into 
its total program of spiritual advance in Luther League. 

While some State and Synodical Luther Leagues—Ohio, 
Kentucky-Tennessee, and Iowa—have already taken active 
steps to introduce the movement into the program of 
their organizations, the majority of the State and Synodical 
Luther Leagues composing The Luther League of America 
will introduce it to their members the early part of Feb- 
ruary, in advance of the coming of Lent, 1950, on Feb- 
ruary 22, Ash Wednesday. 


Two 


Oteration Shi 


PROJECT IV By W. J. Ducker 

The essence of the plan is very simple. A local League 
will secure copies of Warner Sallman’s “Head of Christ” 
in small sepia prints from The Luther League of America 
and arrange a special time at which the program will be 
introduced into their League. A special service for in- 
troducing the movement is available from Headquarters 
upon, request. Secure it and introduce Project IV to your 
Leaguers on any one of the first three Sundays in Feb- 
ruary—5, 12, or 19. 

The idea is to have every Leaguer carry one of these 
paintings of Christ in his or her wallet, having another 
one or two ready to present to anyone asking a question 
about the picture, or taking occasion to approach some 
one about the practice. When one presents one of these 
pictures to a friend or acquaintance, he has the natural 
opportunity to “speak a good word for Jesus Christ” to 
those who may be careless about their Christian profession, 
or to those who make no Christian profession. 

In this day when it is quite the custom among young 
people to carry snapshots of their friends and family in 
their wallets, it is but natural to suggest that since Jesus 
Christ is man’s truest Friend, it would be a good idea for 
each person to carry such a portrait of Christ (a modern 
artist's conception) with him always. 

The Luther League of America has prepared a special 
wallet sized edition of the picture (2% x 3%) with specially 
appropriate imprint on the back for this Project IV of 
Operation Spiritual, as follows: 


CHRIST IN EVERY PURSE 


This is Jesus Christ, man’s best and 
truest Friend. He is my best Friend. 


As I carry this picture of The Christ 
in my purse I am reminded of His 
personal Presence at all times, not in 
the picture only but in my_ heart 


and life. 


I can use His picture to witness to 
others for Christ. I will show it to my 
friends and tell them of His love for 
all people. I will tell them of His gift 


of Salvation to all who accept Him as 
their personal Friend and Saviour. I 
will urge my friends to confess Christ 
to the world. 


Furthermore, I will endeavor to know 
His will in my life by reading His 
Word each day. I will pray con- 
stantly for grace to follow that way 
of life at all times. 


Tue LurHer LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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PROJECT V 


Here it is! The news you have been waiting for—how 
the Lenten Bible Study is to be planned. You have read 
the announcements, you have made provision for it in 
your League’s schedule, you know what the subject mat- 
ter: is, now you can know how to carry out this project of 
Operation Spiritual. It has a different approach; therefore, 
you will need a guide, a road-map, to give you the right 
start. Here ‘tis... 

“Bible study should be just that—honest, deliberate, 
perspirational study of God’s Word,” challenged Pastor 
Wallace Fisher at the Roanoke Conyention last. August. 
Then, during the Chaplain’s Quiet Moments and in the 
Bible Study Forums of that convention, the Luther League 
of America initiated Operation Spiritual. But that was 
only the beginning! 

In the past six months this program of spiritual em- 
phasis has gained momentum through its various phases. 
The Lenten Season marks the beginning of Project V. 
—A Study of the Life of Christ based on the Gospel of 
Mark. 

Centering upon personal daily Bible study this project 
differs from the Study of Philippians which was built 
around group forums. Each Leaguer will read daily and 
privately the passages suggested. Division of passages will 
be such that the Leaguer may concentrate on one com- 
plete section in one session, or he may proportion his 
study over a whole week of briefer periods. In this man- 
ner, the individual arrives at personal conclusions, form- 
ing his own convictions about the portion of Scripture 
read. 

At the weekly League meeting brief summaries of the 
week’s study will be discussed, and each Leaguer will 
have an opportunity to benefit from shared experiences, 
learning how others reacted to the portion they all read. 
An appointed leader will direct this summarization, offer- 
ing he’ps and guides to the individuals. 

This weekly informal discussion will be as pertinent to 
the project as guideposts are on a modern highway. Specif- 
ically, it will clarify the reader’s impressions, guiding him 
in the right direction and arranging the by-paths and side 
roads properly. Also, it is in the discussion period that the 
Leaguers will sense the unity of their purpose and the 
oneness of their efforts to know Christ. : 


For six weeks, Leaguers concentrating on this study will 
learn to know more intimately the life of the Galilean 
Carpenter Whose work and words became “spades to 
dig the foundation of a new order.” With the earliest 
written Gospel as textbook, the dramatic biography of 
the Son of God will be unfolded with new clearness for 
the youth of the Luther League of America. 
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By Mary Helen Smith 


A Study Guide has been prepared by The Rey. Harold 
Haas, Jersey City, N. J., a member of the Committee on 
Operation . Spiritual. Every individual Leaguer should 
have in his hands a copy of this little manual for his 
guidance in the study of The Life of Christ during Lent, 
1950. At this writing it is expected that copies will be 
available by February Ist. 

A copy of this little manual will be available for every 
active Luther Leaguer reported in the statistics of The 
Luther League of America. You are entitled to a free copy 
for each member you reported to your state or synodical 
Luther League at its last report gathering time. Please 
check on that number. Do not ask for more copies than 
you can actually use. We can not afford to waste then, 
and the total edition must be limited because of limited 
funds. 

The Luther League of America will make availab'e to 
the president of every state or synodical Luther League 
the number of copies he or she requests without charge. 
You may make your request for free copies either from 
that source or from The Luther League of America, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. In the latter case, 
please indicate your synodical connection. Please get your 
order in at once, in any case, so that your request may 
be satisfied as promptly as possible after the booklets 
come from the press. 


Photo by New York Bible Society 


“Jackie” Robinson (right) and Roy Campanella, Brooklyn 
Dodger baseball stars, receive Bibles as they sign up as 
members of the New York Bible Society. The presentation 
was made by its Vice-President, Harold B. Pretlove, on the 
oceasion of the Society’s 140th anniversary. 
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| The Hawa, 


This is the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Honolulu, not the first in the 
islands, but the most vigorous, now 
served by The Rev. H. Edward Hamme. 
It is currently the center of much actiy- 
ity with its active Young Adult group 
known as Launa Aloha serving in many 
fine ways. This congregation, once inde- 
pendent, united with our California Syn- 
od in 1946. 


This 


Steps in reviving a Lutheran congregation at Lihue without a pastor for 31 years. 


(Above) Dr. Beasom, President of the California Synod, 
presenting new Common Service Books to Mr, George Jott- 
manns, president of the Lihue congregation, one of the first 
steps in its rejuvenation after their being without a regular 
pastor for thirty-two years. This congregation also has joined 
the California Synod of the U.L.C.A. and now has a fine 
pastor, Rev. Thomas Allport, who arrived from the States in 
December. 


(Above right) Congregation of Lihue church at recent dedi- 
cation of parsonage, the gift of Mrs. Dora Isenberg, widow 
of the former pastor, who was instrumental in keeping a 
remnant of the congregation alive these many years. 


(Right) Reminiscent of Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, 
is this Cemetery of the Pacific, Punchbowl Center, Honolulu. 
Drs. Beasom and Knudsen pay tribute to the war heroes 
buried there. 


Symbols of the great cost of war. 
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This is the grave of The Rev. Hans 
Isenberg, pioneer pastor at Lihue, who 
served there from 1887-1918. This con- 
gregation was the first Lutheran one in 
the islands and was established especially 
to take care of the German plantation 
workers. Pastor Isenberg was a younger 
brother of the “master planter.” It was 
he who in 1900 established the congre- 
gation in Honolulu. 
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By Everett J. Jensen 


Second from the right in the picture 
is Dr. Hormann who came to Honolulu 
in 1916 and for thirty consecutive years 
served that congregation, retiring in 1946. 
He is now its pastor emeritus. Others in 
the picture (L. to R.) are: Dr. Knudsen, 
Secretary of the Board of American Mis- 
sions, Pastor Jensen, Board Missionary 
in Hawaii, and (extreme right) Dr. 
Beasom. 


Life goes on at Pearl Harbor as it does everywhere. 
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today. 


Our Hawaiian Missionary 


This is The Rev. Everett J. Jensen, 
Board Missionary in Hawaii, who is 
charged with the responsibility of direct- 
ing the development of the whole grow- 
ing missionary operation of our Church 
in those islands. 

Pastor Jensen’s most challenging pres- 
ent task is the development of the con- 
gregation known as The Church of All 
Nations, in the Kaimuki section of Hono- 
lulu. 

The Luther League of America’s cur- 
rent project, “The Milton J. Bieber Me- 
morial Project”, will benefit this con- 
gregation to the extent of some $25,000 
on its first church building. The congre- 
gation now meets in a building owned 
by Seventh Day Adventists. 


A glimpse of civilian Pearl Harbor 
The quonset hut in the right 


background is the place of worship of 
our Friendship Chapel congregation. 
Teachers have the nursery class out for 
a walk. Chapel serves the ever-changing 
Navy and civilian personnel in the area. 
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Jesus Christ lives now both with His Father 
and with His Church by the Holy Spirit. 


When you pick up your daily newspaper, what do you 
read first—the front page, the sports section, or the so- 
ciety columns? Many—children and adults—tum first to 
the comics. Joe Palooka is a favorite person in the comics. 
He is worthy of our admiration: a clean sport, a noble 
man, an unselfish character. Recently a mountain in 
Pennsylvania was named in his honor. A monument with 
a bronze plaque will inform generations to come that it 
is Mt. Joe Palooka. Is Joe Palooka a real person or is he 

-just fiction? Although some children think he is real, adults 
realize that he is the product of a man’s imagination. 

If you were asked, “Is the Christian religion based on 
fact or fiction?” what would you say? What is the right 
answer to that question? 

Without a doubt, Christianity is based on the historical 
fact of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. No reputable 
scholar denies today the historicity of Jesus of Nazareth, 
though the question of His resurrection is still disputed 
by those who will not accept the implications of that 
truth. 

Jesus did not argue about the existence of God. He 
came to a people who were believers in God. He came to 
show those people and us what God is like, and to redeem 
them and all men from the curse and guilt of sin. 

Indeed, this God Whom Jesus came to reveal became 
incarnate in Him. We have this fact on the evidence of 
credible witnesses. John, the beloved disciple, wrote, 
“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father), full of grace and truth.” Jesus Himself 
claimed a unique relationship to God. He said, “He that 


® This is Pastor John R. Brokhoff’s third article on the general subject, 


“Why Be Religious?’ He is the popular pastor of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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Religion ... 
Fact or Fiction? 


By John R. Brokhoft* 


hath seen me hath seen the Father.” Even a fellow felon 
addressed Him in their dying hours, “Lord, remember me 
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom,” and heard in 
return, “Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” A 
soldier executioner witnessing the death of Jesus said, 
“Surely, this was the Son of God.” Concerning Him the 
Church has long confessed, “Begotten of His Father be- 
fore all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of 
Very God . . . came down from heaven . . . and was 
made man.” 

The fact of God is, moreover, further attested by this 
universal experience: Life falls to pieces when He is left 
out. John Gunther’s latest book, “Death, Be Not Proud!” 
tells of the tragic passing of his only son, 17 years old, 
ready to enter Harvard, and having an unusual scientific 
mind. After 15 months of wavering between life and 
death and the care of 33 brain and cancer specialists, the 
lad passed away. It was a tragedy that this young, prom- 
ising life should end so prematurely, but a greater tragedy 
was the fact that the boy never learned to know that God 
exists. A few weeks before he died, he wrote a poem 
which he called “Unbeliever’s Prayer.” It went, in part: 
“Almighty God, forgive me for my agnosticism . . . And 
O! if Thou art truly in the heavens .. .” A satisfactory 
life cannot be built on agnosticism. Eternity cannot be 
faced confidently when God is an “if.” 


The Crucial Fact 

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, there is no im- 
portance to the Incarnation and there is no merit in His 
sacrifice on the cross. Since everything hinges on this one 
fact, we must be sure about it. How can we say, “I know 
that my Redeemer liveth’? 

The resurrection is a fact, not only because the disciples 
said so, but because Christ, since Easter morning, has 
lived in the lives of His followers. To St. Paul, Christ was 
a reality, though he did not see Jesus in the flesh. Christ 
came to him, converted him, and led him to a life of 
sacrifice. Paul’s testimony to the living Christ was in these 
words, “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Century 
after Century the same experience has been had by nu- 
merous men. We see Christ alive in the humility of St. 
Francis of Assisi, in the boldness of Martin Luther, in the 
preaching of the Kingdom of John Calvin, in the mission- 
ary labors of Albert Schweitzer, in the martyrdom of Kaj 
Munk, and in the courage of Laos Ordass. 

Not only is Christ a living Presence for the great men 
of the past and present, but also for the common man. 
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A simple, humble Christian is glad to testify to the fact 
of Jesus’ reality. Before a serious operation, a lady says, 
“If it be God’s will, I will recover; but if not, I am ready.” 
Only the presence of Christ in a person’s heart can en- 
able a person to have such courage in the face of death. 
A daughter loses her father on Easter Sunday. When 
sympathy is offered, she says, “If father had to go, how 
wonderful it was that he left us on the anniversary of 
Jesus’ resurrection.” To countless ones, Jesus is not a 
cold fact but a warm living Presence. Christians know 
Jesus lives because He lives in their lives—ever present 
to help, to bless and to forgive. 


The Church Is Still Here 

The fact of the Church’s existence centuries after the 
birth of Christ is concrete evidence of the Holy Spirit’s 
work. The Church is also His workshop. In it He creates 
faith in Christ as the Saviour, and gathers believers into 
its fellowship. For almost 2,000 years, the Church has 
been a fact in the world. Because of its long history, out- 
living kings, empires, and every other institution, we know 
that God is in the Church. It has withstood every attack 
of the years and the sporadic persecutions of today. It 
still stands in spite of the world’s worst assaults. When 
Calvin Coolidge was president, there was a wave of 
criticism of George Washington as “the father of his coun- 
try.” A friend asked Coolidge what he thought of the 
movement. In answer, Mr. Coolidge looked at the Wash- 
ington Monument, towering 555 feet into the sky, and 
said, “I see the monument is still there.” The same can 
be said about the Church: In spite of all the condemning 
criticism and persecution, the Church still stands as one 
generation of critics succeeds another to the grave. When 
you realize that the Church is of God, you are not sur- 
prised that it is quite impossible to destroy it. 

The reality of the Holy Spirit is attested by all the 
incalculable good that has been accomplished through the 
Christian Church. Some say that Christianity has failed. 
They point to the ever-recurring wars and scoff at the 
gospel of peace. They call attention to all the evil in 
the world and say, “And a supposedly good God permits 
that!” Dr. Leslie Weatherhead of London tells the story of 
an orator in Hyde Park who was extolling the Christian 
faith. In the middle of his address, a skeptic hurled the 
accusation, “Christianity has been in the world 2,000 
years, and look what it has failed to accomplish.” The 
answer was, Yes, and water has been in the world several 
million years, and look at your face.” Wherever and when- 
ever the Christian faith has been applied, peace, brother- 
hood, health, and happiness have resulted. The Christian 
religion, directly and indirectly, is respnsible for every 
good movement and institution in the world today. These 
are facts no one can deny. They all point to the reality of 
the basic facts of the Christian religion. A phantom can- 
not change the world. 

God gave the Christian religion to save the world from 
destruction and to redeem a lost society. We Christians 
have the religion that can save our modern world. Is it 
too late to save it? Some have already accepted the idea 
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that another world war is inevitable. Because of the 
chaos resulting from the expected war, people are asking, 
“Who will send us Americans CARE packages?” Yes, the 
time is dangerously late, but there is still time. In 1930, 
Georgia Tech played Southern California in the Rose 
Bowl. Roy Regals recovered a fumble, got mixed up, and 
ran in the wrong direction. As he was about to cross 
his own goal line, one of his team-mates brought him 
down. When the half came, a few minutes later, the 
crowd wondered what the coach would say and do to 
Regals. Roy went over to a corner of the dressing room, 
wrapped himself in a blanket, and cried like a baby. 
Three minutes before the second half, the coach an- 
nounced that the same team that played the first half 
would start the second. The squad ran out to the field, 
but Roy did not move. The coach repeated his statement, 
but Roy did not budge. Then the coach asked him if he 
did not hear what he said. Roy replied, “I can’t, Coach. 
I haven’t the courage to face the crowds. I’ve ruined you 
—me—everything.” The coach answered, “Roy, the game 
isn’t over yet.” Tech players say that they never saw any- 
one play football like Regals during the second half of 
that game. Likewise, the game is not over yet on the 
world scene. God is still giving us Christians a second 
chance to establish His true religion for the salvation of 
the world. In the fact that the game is not over yet lies 
our opportunity for today and our hope for a_ better 
world tomorrow. 


The gods of ancient Rome were legendary. This is Atlas, 
upholder of the universe. : 
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Holy Baptism makes us Church members. It is 
symbclized here by the baptismal font at the door. 


Every Sunday morning thousands of men and women 
and children leave their homes and assemble, for an hour 
or two, in a common place. If you should ask them why 
they are doing this, they would reply, “We are going to 
Church”. And then, if you should follow them, you would 
find a variety of ways in which the people of America 
go to Church and worship God. Some of them would 
enter large cathedrals; others, modest little Chapels. In 
some Churches you would hear chanting; in others, “the 
good old Gospel hymns.” Some of these people you fol- 
low would recite creeds, some would not. You would 
see preachers in ecclesiastical vestments and preachers in 
shirt sleeves. You would hear long, emotional, free pray- 
ers and more dignified “written” prayers. 

At the bottom of things, though, it is all the same. All 
of these people have the same avowed purpose. They 
go to Church to worship God. 

Our question is, “What do they get out of going to 
Church and belonging to a Church?” Why does Church 
better satisfy their desire to worship than if they were to 
worship in their own individual ways? What do they find 
in corporate worship (the worship of the Church) which 
they find no where else? 

One of the things they find is that the Worship of the 
Church aids them in expressing themselves before God. 
Every sincere child of God feels the need to talk with 
God, his Father. He wants to express his belief in God, 
present to Him his needs, thank Him for blessings already 
received, ask His forgiveness for sins. The discouraging 
thing about it is that rarely does he know what to say or 
how to say it. His tongue stammers. Words do not come. 


>»The writer is the pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church, West 
Reading, Pennsylvania, a member of the Mother Synod of Lutheranism 
in America. 
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Why Belong 
To Church? 


By Paul J. Kidd* 


Photcs by Lambert and Luoma 


He is something like Martin Luther when he celebrated 
the Sacrament for the first time as an Augustinian Monk. 
Luther trembled and shook so much he could scarcely 
utter a word. 

The worship of the Church is an invaluable help as we 
try to express ourselves before God. The prayers, hymns, 
liturgies, and creeds of the Church have been prepared 
for just that purpose. By means of them the finest emo- 
tions and the highest thoughts of the devout Worshipper 
have been expressed through the long years. If as indi- 
viduals we cannot fully express ourselves before God, 
together we can! 

Then, too, the worship of the Church aids us in hearing 
God. A Church Service is much more than our attempt to 
express ourselves to God. It is just as much a matter of 
God speaking to us and leading us to higher levels of 
Christian understanding. For example, everything that is 
basic in Christian teaching can be found in the Common 
Service: A triune God; the sinfulness of man; the for- 
giveness of Christ; the assurance of everlasting life. And 
not only are these basic Christian Truths included in the 
content of worship; the atmosphere of worship is the best 
possible setting for the child of God to understand these 
truths. Worship is truly an aid in hearing and understand- 
ing the words God speaks to men. 

There is a third opportunity in belonging to and at- 
tending a Church. Church helps us in understanding and 
promoting Christian fellowship. Human exverience tells 
us that before there can be a friendship between people, 
there must first be a common interest. Friendships are 
formed when people have the same business, the same 
hobby, the same ways of thinking. And that is the way 
it is with Church membership. The more we go to Church, 
the more we realize that we share with other christians 
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the most important things in life. We have a common 
loyalty. We have a common destination. We have a com- 
mon Lord. We shall live together as neighbors for eter- 
nity. When it dawns on us how much treasure we share 
with fellow believers, the result is a fellowship which 
transcends every barrier created by prejudice and ignor- 
ance. This dawning, however, does not occur until we 
ourselves have participated fully in the worship and the 
life of the Church. 

Finally, Church Membership offers us an opportunity 
to serve God in the way in which He wants us to serve 
Him. As the child of God listens to the Word of God 
through the Church, as he hears of the spiritual needs of 
others, he is filled with the overwhelming desire to do 
something about ite As an individual, however, he can 
do very little. By himself he cannot “go into all the 
world” taking with him Bibles and food and the Gospel 
of Christ. Alone he cannot establish orphanages and 
seminaries and missions and Sunday Schools. But work- 
ing hand in hand with others of the Church, he can! The 
Church offers him divinely-instituted machinery through 
which he can serve in a God-decreed way. 


Going Farther 

What you have just read treats only one side of the 
question, “Why Belong To Church”; namely, some of the 
opportunities afforded through the Church. The other 
side is grounded in the eternal truth that the Church 
has been established by Jesus Christ and that therefore 
it is the God-given responsibility of men to participate 
fully in the life of the Church. (See Colossians 1:18 and 
Matthew 16:13-18.) 

The whole matter has been summarized very well by 
the following fifteen points, which once appeared in the 
Bulletin of Faith Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota. 

Why | Should Belong To Church 
1.. Because the Holy: Spirit definitely directs one into 


Congregational worship is one of the 
privileges of church membership. 
V2! 
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What this sign says is true. The experience of many 
attests it; the observation of others confirms it. 


the Church (Rev. 22:17; Acts 2:47), and it is imperiling 
to resist the Holy Spirit. ; 

2. Because the Church was founded by Jesus Christ 
Himself (Matthew 16:18) for those who will be saved 
(Acts 2:47). 

3. Because the two sacraments, without which no 
one can be acceptable to God (John 3:5 and John 6:53) 
are to be had by, through and in the Church. 

4. Because confessing Jesus Christ as my Saviour is 
essential to my salvation. (Romans 10:9, 10) 

5. Because the Church is the “Gate into the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matthew 10:32, 33). 

6. Because God’s way is the only way anyone can 
expect to be saved (Matthew 22:12, 13) 

7. Because the Church is the body of Christ (Ephe- 
sians 2:22, 23; I Corinthians 12:27; Romans 12:5). “Not 
in the Church” means “out of Christ”. 

8. Because I would not want to live in a community 
where there were no churches. It, then, is only fair that 
I should be a part of the institution that makes the com- 
munity desirable to live in. 

9. Because the Church through the ages and in the 
world today is the only power teaching those foundation 
principles of honesty, truthfulness, virtue, regard for hu- 
man life, and the rights of fellowmen, so indispensable to 
a livable society that is so vital to me and mine. 

10. Because through the Church I can count for 
something towards better world conditions. ; 

11. Because faithful Church membership will fortify 
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Dr. Bella Expelled From 
Communist Slovakia 


By Erik Modean 


The Rev. Dr. J. Igor Bella has been expelled from 
Czechoslovakia, where for two and one-half years he has 
represented the U.S.A. Committee for the Lutheran World 
Federation as it liaison with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia. 

Announcement of the deportation proceeding against 
Dr. Bella was made here by the Rev. John A. Scherzer, 
Secretary of the European Desk of the National Lutheran 
Council. He said that Dr. and Mrs. Bella left Czecho- 
slovakia on November 17 and are now in Geneva, Switz- 
erland, at headquarters of the Lutheran World Federation. 

On November 14, Dr. Bella was called to the office of 
the Central Action Committee in Bratislava and handed a 
decree which ordered him to leave the country “at once 
and unconditionally, otherwise means of force will be 
used against him.” 


The decree stated that “the residence in the whole of: 


Czechoslovakia Republic is forbidden forever” to Dr. 
Bella because “the public order and peace would be en- 
dangered” by his continued presence in the country. 

According to Mr. Scherzer, Dr. Bella asked for an in- 
terpretation of leaving the country “at once” and was 
sent to a high police official who told him that he had 
three days to get out of Czechoslovakia, within which 
time he would not be molested. The officer refused to 
give this promise in writing as this period of “grace” is 
not official, Mr. Scherzer said. 

On the next day after receiving the deportation decree, 
one window in Dr. Bella’s automobile was deliberately 
broken, hammered to pieces. He was told, Mr. Scherzer 
said, that it might be a hint from the Security Police to 
get out immediately. 

Fortunately, Dr. Bella had previously secured permis- 
sion, after three weeks of red tape and investigation, to 
take his personal belongings out of Czechoslovakia, so 
only a few possessions were left behind when he and 
Mrs. Bella left Bratislava by car on Nov. 17. 

Dr. Bella was sent to Czechoslovakia in May of 1947 
by the U.S.A. Committee for the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion. He was pastor of Holy Trinity Slovak Lutheran 
Church at Bridgeport, Conn., since 1922, and president of 
the Slovak Lutheran Zion Synod of the United Lutheran 
Church in America since 1937. 

Dr. Bella and his family returned to the United States 
on July 6 of last year for a brief furlough and sailed 
for Europe again on September 3. At that time, his visa 
to re-enter Czechoslovakia had not been renewed, but 
it came through during the next ten days and he pro- 
ceeded to Bratislava with Mrs. Bella, while their two 
children remained in school in Geneva. Less than two 
months later the deportation decree was issued. 
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Chinese Communists Block 
Mercy Flights of “St. Paul” 


” 


By Erik. Modean 


Several mercy flights scheduled in November by the 
“St. Paul,” the C-47 transport operated in China by the 
National Lutheran Council, were cancelled because local 
Chinese Communists refused to permit the plane to fly 
until certain requirements were met. 

According to the Rev. Arthur S. Olson, director of the 
China Branch of the Lutheran World Federation, the St. 
Paul was not allowed to leave Kai Tak airport in Hong 
Kong because it carried markings of the Central Air Trans- 
port Corporation and its license No. XT543 was a CATC 
number. Both objections were finally overcome and the 
St. Paul resumed its operations on Novy. 20 after being 
grounded for ten days. 

On Nov. 9, ten planes of the China National Aviation 
Corporation and two planes of the CATC flew off to 
Peking, taking the presidents of the two air lines and 
some minor officials with them, to join the Communist 
forces. The St. Paul had returned to Hong Kong the 
previous night from a trip to the west and planned to 
leave on the 10th for Chungking, Kunming and Kweiyang 
on an urgent flight. 

On the 9th, CATC officials were asked if it would be 
possible for the plane to fly in Nationalist China. They 
said their planes were not flying, but they would not 
object to flights of the St. Paul. They added that it might 
be detained by the military, as it had CATC markings, 
and that radio service would not be available. 

On the following day, the 10th, Chinese Foreign Af- 
fairs officials and the American Consul supplied docu- 
ments stating that the St. Paul is an American plane. 
British Air Authorities also gave’ permission to leave the 
field. It was then decided to fly on Nov. 11, and the 
plane was loaded with 5,000 pounds of baggage. 

Seven passengers and the crew went out to Kai Tak 
field on the 11th. Customs had been passed and the pas- 
sengers were about to board the plane when the Com- 
munist leader of the Red workers on the field announced 
that the St. Paul could not take off, because of its CATC 
markings. 

The plane was put in the hangar of the Pacific Air 
Maintenance Association on the first night of this trouble, 
and the second night it remained outside the door of the 
hangar with a guard on duty. Twice Communist workers 
at the field demanded that the St. Paul be moved to - 
where the other CATC planes were located, but the guard 
held his ground. % 

On Nov. 14, another attempt was made to take off 
for Chungking, but the same gang of Communists threat- 
ened to damage the plane if it insisted on leaving. Told 
that the CATC markings were now off, the Reds answered, 
“Yes, we know, but your license No. XT543 is still on 
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How Lutheran Churches 
Grew In 1948 


By Erik Modean 


Lutheran Churches of the United States and Canada 
reported a total membership of 5,950,735 persons in 1948, 
an increase of 114,588 members or 1.9 percent over the 
previous year, according to the annual statistical summary 
compiled by the Division of Public Relations of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. 

Confirmed or adult membership increased by 100,207 
persons to a grand total of 4,167,486, a gain of 2.5 per 
cent, as compared to an increase of 126,158 members or 
3.2 per cent in 1947. Distributed among the 16,414 con- 
gregations, this would indicate an average accession of 
6.1 adult members per local church during the past year, 
as compared to 7.7 new members each in 1947. 

Baptized membership showed an average of seven new 
members per congregation, compared to ten each in 1947. 

The Council’s summary is based on statistics supplied 
by seventeen church bodies and by independent congre- 
gations, covering all Lutherans in America. Of the seven- 
teen bodies, eleven recorded gains in membership, four 
suffered losses, and two showed no change as their figures 
were taken from statistics compiled in previous years. 

Baptized membership was reported by the bodies as 
follows: United Lutheran Church, 1,919,822; Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, 1,617,692; Evangelical Luther- 
an Church, 772,163; American Lutheran Church, 689,227; 
Augustana Lutheran Church, 432,329; Joint Synod of Wis- 
consin, 297,922: Lutheran Free Church, 55,225; United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 44,300; Finnish Suomi 
Synod, 28,908. 

Also, Slovak Church, 21,618; Danish Lutheran Church, 
19,048; Negro Missions, 15,001; Finnish Apostolic Church, 
14,511 Norwegian Synod, 9,595; Finnish National Church, 
7,446; Lutheran Brethren, 3,088; Independent Congre- 
gations, 1,465; Eielsen Synod, 1,375. 

For the fourth successive year, the highest numerical 
increase was made by the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, with a gain of 50,134 baptized members, or 3.1 
per cent over 1947. The Missouri Synod added 51,190 
members in 1947; 47,541 in 1946; and 29,456 in 1945. 

Among the major bodies, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Norwegian) for the third straight year showed 
the greatest advance on a percentage basis, its 37,661 
additions representing a gain of 5.1 per cent. The ELC’s 
membership increased by 4.8 per cent in 1947 and 6.1 
per cent in 1946. 

The United Lutheran Church in America, largest of 
the bodies, reported an increase of 33,425 members or 
1.8 per cent; American Lutheran Church, 19,919 or 2.9 
per cent; Augustana Lutheran Church, 4,332 or 1.0 per 
cent; United Evangelical Lutheran Church (Danish), 
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Scale model of a new manufacturing unit helps solve production problems 
for William Jenney, 16 (right), of the New Brunswick High School as he 
works them out with Mr. Robert Mortimer, Assistant Vice-President in charge of 


manufacturing for Johnson and Johnson. 


Some 300 teen-agers, all prospective industrial tycoons, 
moved in on one of America’s leading corporations re- 
cently, and took it over, lock-stock-and-barrel, for the 
first observance of “A Day in Modem Industry”. Johnson 
and Johnson, manufacturers of surgical dressings in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, became the first major concern 
in industrial history to open its gates and give high school 
seniors responsible positions, from chairman of the Board 
down to clerks, and let them run the business for the 
“Day”. These photos were made during the educational 
project by Acme News Photo Service, New York. 

So far as the editor knows, this is a most unique ex- 
periment in the realm of vocational guidance for teen-age 
youth. The high schools of New Brunswick, N. J., are to 
be commended for this practical approach to a large and 
difficult problem for their students. 

Vocational guidance is something which the Life Serv- 
ice Department of our organization is concerned about. 
It is interested to give co-operation to all proper author- 
ities who take the problem seriously and strive to give 
assistance to young people in choosing their life’s work. 
It is concerned only that young people realize that where- 
ever they may be best suited for service, they are to 
serve as Christians. 

In the realm of church activities, Central Seminary, 
Fremont, Nebraska, has for several years conducted what 
it calls a “Life Service Retreat” for high school boys with 
a view to interesting them in the full-time service of the 
Church. 

Wittenberg College is now preparing for what it calls 
“A Lutheran Youth Conference”, which it holds periodic- 


Twelve 


Teen-age 
Tycoons in 
Industry 

For a Day 


ally to interest youth in choosing vo- 
cations requ‘ring college preparation 
for service. 

The local League may be of help 
to its members in this respect by get- 
ting the help of the public library in 
the community in preparing a list of 
books which those interested in var- 
ious lines of work may read to further 
their understanding of what is re- 
qnired in each case. 


Working in the laboratory, Elaine Joan Ruckert, 17, of St. 
Peter’s High School, shows Mr. John J. Sivertson the re- 
sults of an ash-determination test she made. Mr. Sivertson 
is Director of the Technical Services Laboratory of John- 
son and Johnson, 
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@ We are truly grateful to the members of the Luther 
League and to the officers in every area of the organiza- 
tion for the loyal support which you have given to the 
officers and staff of the L. L. A. We trust that this sup- 
port indicated enthusiasm for the program projected 
through the months. At least we have taken courage in 
it all and are convinced that you will continue to not only 
maintain this fine response and will rise to even greater 
things when the challenge comes to you to do so. 

The support given is in nearly every field—support 
through the use of program materials; response to Opera- 
tion Spiritual; participation in the convention at Roanoke 
and other conventions and conferences. Then too, there 
is a generous response financially. To give proof of the 
latter we list below the 


Apportionment Honor Roll for 1950 
Michigan 

North Carolina 
Florida 

California 

Virginia 

Illinois 

Midwest 

Rocky Mountain 
Nebraska 

10. Indiana 

11. Kentucky-Tennessee 
Ohio 

13. South Carolina 

14. Central Pennsylvania 
Mississippi 

16. New Jersey 

17. Connecticut 

18. Kansas 

19. Pacific Northwest 
20. West Virginia 

21. Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
22. Towa 
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* 


*93. Georgia-Alabama 
24. Western Canada 
25. Nova Scotia 


26. Canada 
27. Columbia District 


*Paid in excess of quota assigned 


@ As soon as the officers of the Synodical and State 
Leagues can get to it each local League will receive a 
questionnaire entitled “State of the League”. This ques- 
tionnaire will come in triplicate. Each copy is marked to 
indicate who is to receive each of them. 
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We urge you, whether President or Advisor, to make 
certain the report is filled out—if a typewriter is available 
the report need be done but once. Answer every question 
and forward the two copies to be mailed just as soon as 
possible. Keep the third copy for the records of your 
local League. 

This is an important report. It will help the Executive 
Committee and the staff to serve you better if you give 
full and accurate answers to the questionnaire. 

These report blanks will come to your League through 
your Synodical or State League offices. 


® Another item to look for in the mail is a four page 
pamphlet entitled Guides and Goals for 1950. This little 
pamphlet will outline for your local League definite steps 
to follow in your League this year. It also lists a number 
of goals which your League will want to accomplish. 
This will come to you directly from Headquarters. 

One part of this Guides and Goals program is the is- 
suing of membership cards to every member of the 
League through and by the local President. Each League 
should order the number of cards needed for 1950. 
Every active member should have a membership card. 
On the back of the card is a list of things which the in- 
dividual member can and should do. These support the 
goals of the League at the Synodical level. 


@ As of January 1, 1950 the Faith in Youth Offerings 
totaled $12,245.21. We are truly grateful for this sup- 
port given through local Leagues sponsoring a Youth Sun- 
day service in September. Without this offering the L.L.A. 
could not serve you very well. There is reason to believe 
that we are going to come to depend more and more 
upon the income from Faith In Youth Offerings in future 
years. We give our thanks to those who have called at- 
tention to this offering on Youth Sunday and forwarded 
the gift to our Treasurer. 


® We appreciate the many local League and State and 
Synodical League papers and bulletins which come to 
Headquarters. We commend the editions of these peri- 
odicals upon the excellent and interesting way in which 
they covered the Meaning of Christmas. We give first 
place award for an attractive and unique presentation of 
the Christmas Story to Jane and Eugene Schuster, co- 
editors of the Kentucky-Tennessee Leaguer. 

Our own Editor Ducker gave us an unusually attractive 
Christmas issue of The Review too. Why not tell him 
when you like an issue of the magazine and urge your 
friends to subscribe to our own youth journal. 


The China-Skeldon Fund 
With the exception of some few smaller gifts which may 
yet come in The China-Skeldon Fund is now complete. 
You have responded very well to this appeal for funds to 
give Ielene Ufkes to the China Mission for eighteen 
months and to build a High School in British Guiana. 
This fund now stands at a total of $29,205.15. 
Since we last published the list (in the December 1949 
issue of The Review) the following Leagues have paid 
their quota in full: Iowa; Nova Scotia. 
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RUTH COVER, mar. 


Hello! We were hoping that you would drop in today! 
You see, there are some people here in The Swap Shop 
whom we want you to meet. Starting with the handsome 
fellow in the lounge chair by the fire. 


He is The Reverend Paul J. 
Renz, Pastor of the First United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Hammond, Indiana; a Luther 
Leaguer from a long way back; 
presently Chairman of the Edu- 
cation Committee of the LLA— 
‘and a great many other things, 
soon to be enumerated! It all 
started with his father, W. F. 
Renz, who was treasurer of the 
Luther League of Indiana. Paul 
did one of those “like father; like son” things and became 
successively chairman of the Publicity Committee, vice- 
president, and president of the Luther League of Ohio. 
(Papa was a railroader and Paul attended four high 
schools in four years, but that fact does not account for the 
change of scene. He was attending Wittenberg College 
and Hamma Divinity School at that time.) His first pas- 
torateé was a Mission Church in Middletown, Ohio, and 
while he was there he served on the staff of the Boys’ 
Camp, and as part-time Lutheran Student-Pastor at Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio. He has just completed ten years 
in Hammond where a brand new Cotswold English Par- 
ish Hall (part of a very ambitious building program) was 
recently dedicated. Also, as of now, he is serving as Syn- 
odical Director of CHEY, Area Director for the National 
Lutheran Council Program of Evangelism, a member of 
the Board of Directors of Chicago Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, and chairman of the Publicity Committee for 
the Indiana Synod. (See what we mean about his rare 
leisure time?) 

But that’s not all. He has three children (two sons and 
a daughter—with the girl in the middle—aged eleven, 
eight and five) and these other hobbies (when time is 
available!) ; namely reading, philately with an emphasis on 
stamps of religious significance, and vegetable gardening! 
(He appears to be big enough to handle all those things, 
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doesn’t he?) He says he has only one speed for doing 
things—and that is SLOW —and he claims “the dubious 
honor of having the ‘messiest desk’ of any pastor”! Like 
some other people, including your scrapbook fiend man- 
ager of The Swap Shop, Pastor Renz finds it difficult to 
discard anything “that might come in handy sometime”! 


Browsing among the books 
over there is another mem- 
ber of your Education Com- 
mittee, the blonde, busy and 
lovely Miss Eleanor Sheets, 
Parish Worker at Mt. Tabor 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
West Columbia, South Caro- 
lina. After graduating from 
Marion Junior College, ‘she 
taught for three years and 
then dashed back to the 
campus of Lenoir-Rhyne Col- 
lege in Hickory, North Carolina, to prepare herself for 
full-time service in the Church. In the past she has been 
education secretary, vice-president and president of her 
local League; education secretary, statistician, secretary 
and president of her Conference League; president of her 
Synodical League, doubling as prexy of the Lenoir-Rhyne 
College Luther League for the 1946-1947 term. All of 
which ought to qualify her for work on the Education 
Committee of the Luther League of America—no? But 
there’s more. Since her “transfer” to South Carolina, she 
has put in a year and a half as Recording Secretary of 
the Luther League of South Carolina, and is now serving 
as Intermediate Secretary of the same group. Then, in 
addition to her secretarial work at the church, she is Girl 
Scout leader, director of the Children’s Cho‘r, supervises 
two Luther Leagues, advises the publishers of the youth 
paper, The Gleam, teaches the Young Adult Sunday 
School Class and the Junior Catechetical Class. She says 
there is added to that general youth work and Parish 
work—including some visitation! No wonder she says, “I’m 
still working, still single, and growing older every day.” 

Meantime she is also the Vice-President of the West 
Columbia Women’s Club! Her number one hobby is col- 
lecting books to build up her library, and her most ab- 
sorbing special interest is dramatics. The lure of foot- 
lights and grease paint called her into the Alpha Psi 
Omega Dramatic Fraternity on the campus—and she was 
president of that, too! Another monomania is football, and 
of the sports in which she can participate, dancing and 
roller-skating are her favorites. 


Meeting these two members of the Education Commit- 
tee—who are here to help us celebrate our fourth year in 
business!—is only the beginning. Next month Nancy Petry, 
Lib Huddle and Ralph Bagger expect to be here, since 
they could not be today. You will like them, too, we know! 

Incidentally, if you have trouble in your League with 
that ancient phrase, “I will not be able to do such and 
such a thing because I do not have time”, just mention 
the activities of these wonderful, busy, busy people who 
take time to be about the Master’s business. 
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well, sin lieth at the door. 


Our February Bible Cross-word Puz- 
zle is again in the Old Testament. We 
go back a long time in the history of 
man for this biographical study. Some of 
the pathos and tragedy in human his- 
tory comes out that early in the history 
of the race. 

All biblical references except one are 
to the First Book of Moses—Genesis. The 
exception is found in another which is 
credited to Moses—Numbers. 

In the experience of these two early 
brothers we have a picture of jealousy, 
anger and murder, a sordid story that 
has been repeated many times since in 
the history of man. What can those of us 
who live so many centuries after they 
did, learn from these brothers? 
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NO. 2 
“If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not 


ACROSS 
«“".. I my brother’s keeper” 4:9 
“unto Cain and to his . . . he had 


not respect” 4:5 

Puts out in the air 

North-Central State (abbr. ) 

Feminine name 

“My punishment is... 
bear” 4:13 

and 41 down “Cain ; 
against Abel hs brother” 4:8 

Air Corps (abbr. ) 

Trinitrotoluene (abbr. ) 

“Cain was a... of the ground” 4:2 

“And ... said, I know not” 4:9 

“firstlings of his . . . and of the fat 
thereof” 4:4 

Ebenezer (abbr.) 

A son of Adam and Eve 

Nineteenth letter of the alphabet 


than I can 
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Doctor (abbr. ) 

Affection of the skin 

Plunge into liquid 

Night bird 

Wooden pin 

Compass point 

“now art... cursed from the earth” 
4:11 

“Abel was a keeper of .. .” 

Ever (contr. ) 
“and dwelt .. . 
4:16 
“Why ... 

Walks 
“Cain brought of the . . 
ground” 4:3 


the land of Nod” 


thou wroth” 4:6 


. of the 


DOWN 


“If thou doest well, 
bemnnael 

Tire 

“Abel, he also brought of the... 
of his flock” 4:4 

Before 

Royal Society of Antiquaries 

Sister’s daughter 

Gr and Army of the Republic (abbr. ) 
“a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou 


shalt thou not 


bé in the...” 4:12 

“land of Nod, on the... of Eden” 
4:16 

“What hast thou...” 4:10 

“Cain . . . with Abel his brother” 


4:8 
Wife of Glerous 
Library of Congress (abbr. ) 
“the Lord had... unto Abel and to 


his offering” 4:4 

“and from thy ... shall I be hid” 
4:14 

Cain was the .. . of Abel 


Head covering 
“. . lieth at the door” 
Medicinal herb 
. is Abel thy brother” 4:9 
. shall not henceforth yield unto. 
thee her strength” 4:12 
See 17 across 
themOrderse ee: 
4:15 
“.. . offering unto the Lord” 4:3 
tad . . thy countenance fallen” 
Capital of Moab Num. 21:28 
Ruthenium (abbr. ) 
Titanium (abbr.) 


ART 


“< 


a mark upon Cain” 


Fifteen 


THE LUTHER LE 
TELLS ITS 


Gloria Crooks, Treasurer, and Charles Kurfess, Vice- 
President of the State League, study the budget as pro- 
posed for 1950. This budget totals $3360.00, $2360.00 
of which goes on to The Luther League of America for 
apportionment and missions. Ohio Leagues pay $1.50 a 
member each year to the State League. The Finance 
Committee, this year, undertook an intensive study of 
the LLO financial set-up and of how to practice prin- 
ciples of stewardship. The study is being continued in 
1950. : 


Gloria Crooks and Charles Kurfess 


Young people and camp counsellors attend the 
Annual Banquet during Youth Camp at Camp Mo- 
wana, Mansfield, Ohio. (The camp, owned by the 
Synod of Ohio, accommodates seventy campers; and 
camp seasons run from June through August each 
year.) Youth Camp, for young people 15 to 24, 
stresses leadership training. Because of the success 
of Luther League Week, last August, the Youth 
Camp program and the Luther League program held 
the following week, will be closely correlated next 
summer. 


Youth Camp 


Luther Leaguers of Hilltop Church, 
Columbus, Ohio, inspect the wire re- 
corder the Luther League of Ohio pur- 
chased recently for the Synod. After 
completing the LLO’s share in the China- 
Skeldon Project in October 1948, Ohio 
leaguers immediately adopted a new 
“local” mission project. By the Roanoke 
Convention in August, 1949, funds had 
been contributed to enable the LLO to 
give the wire recorder for use by the 
Synod of Ohio office; a camera and 
screen to Oesterlen Children’s Home, 
’ Springfield, Ohio; and three sets of para- 
ments to Hamma Divinity School, Spring- 
field, Ohio, for use in the school’s chapel. 


Hilltop Luther Leaguers and Wire Recorder given Ohio Synod 
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By Doris Smith 


Pastor James L. Keyser 


Pastor James L. Keyser is the full time 
Director of Religious Education and 
Youth Work in the Synod of Ohio. 
Among his responsibilities as “Director” 
is that of guiding the Luther League of 
Ohio and counselling the sixteen officers 
and advisors who compose its Executive 
Committee. The Executive Committee 
meets four times each year. Each time a 
full day’s session is spent in planning 
the work of the State League. 


50 Luther Leaguers attended the first “Luther League 
Week” sponsored by the LLO at the Synod’s Camp 
Mowana, Mansfield, Ohio, last August. For this week 
courses centered about leadership training, with specific 
studies in Luther League work. Pastor Joseph W. Frease, 
executive secretary of the Luther League of America, was 
a member of the staff for this week. So enthusiastic did 
campers become about the program that Luther League 
Week has become a permanent part of the camp program. 

Labor Day Week-end has come to mean “LLO Work- 
shop” to over fifty Luther League leaders and pastors in 
Ohio. During the last three years on that week-end, State 
League officers and advisors, the officers and advisors of 
four conferences (districts) and presidents and advisors 
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George Billman 


President of the Luther League of 
Ohio from October 1948 to October 
1949 was George Billman. A_ student 
at Wittenberg College, George was 
elected to serve a four-year term as 
member-at-large on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Luther League of America 
at the Roanoke Convention. George has 
been instrumental in planning for a Lu- 
theran Youth Conference to be _ held, 
June 9 to 11, 1950, at Wittenberg Col- 
lege, Springfield, Ohio. The Conference, 
which is sponsored by the college, but 
encouraged and promoted by LLO, will 
bring together youth from the Synods 
and Luther Leagues of Indiana, Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee, Michigan and W. Va. 


of thirteen federations in the Synod have met at Camp 
Mowana to talk over problems of Luther League work. 
The Workshop is planned by the LLO Executive Com- 
mittee and enables leaders to exchange ideas, see the 
latest materials available, and become familiar with all 
parts of Luther League work. 


The Luther League of Ohio is considering the authori- 
zation of a Spiritual Growth Committee to promote Oper- 
ation Spiritual in Ohio. 


Another phase of the LLO program is the planning of a 
pre-Lenten Retreat program designed to be used by the 
federations in Ohio. The Retreats are scheduled for the 
Sunday prior to the beginning of Lent. 
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By Clara Schleicher 


I just finished reading an article in one of the current 
magazines called, “Teen-Age Poison,” showing the types 
of gals boys should avoid and vice versa. Also read “Do’s 
and Don’ts for Dating.” All worthwhile stuff! 

These writers, however, have to avoid saying anything 
about Catholic-Protestant friendships. Possibly a number 

¢C of your school pals are Catholic. Your friendship with 
them will undoubtedly go along smoothly, for they are 
usually nice people. They share in the values of the 
great Christian heritage. Here in America they share in the 
heritage of the democratic way of life, but they are shaped 
to an entirely different pattern so far as religion is con- 
cerned. We can respect their right to hold these beliefs, 
but we cannot accept them. 

Teen-agers grow older and fall in love. They feel their 
love is so important that all problems arising will take 
care of themselves. If their chosen mate is Catholic and 
they decide to marry, they run into trouble before their 
marriage takes place. 

If they decide to be married by a Protestant minister, 
the Catholic party will be ex-communicated by the Cath- 
olic Church. Furthermore, Catholics will consider the 
couple unmarried, and any children born to the pair will 
be considered illegitimate. 

If the couple decides to be married by the priest, a 
pre-nuptial contract must be signed by the Protestant. In 
this contract the Protestant promises to forfeit all rights 
to the religious training of his or her children. The Cath- 
olic party likewise makes a promise to the priest and 
church that he or she will constantly try to bring his or 
her Protestant mate into the Catholic fold. 

When such intolerable conditions are introduced, the 
young person should reject them, even if it means delay- 
ing one’s marriage until an equally attractive person of 
one’s own faith can be found. Most young people do not 
marry the first person with whom they fall in love, 
anyhow. 

May we recommend that you read and study two small 
booklets: 


“Tf I Marry a Roman Catholic” 
“To Sign or Not to Sign’: 


These are available at the United Lutheran Publication 
House or at almost any religious Book Store. 
Read and know so that you will never have to say,, 
Illustrated by Ruth M. Cover “Why wasn’t I told?” . 
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A Hearty Party 


Valentine’s Day is sweetheart’s day 
and also heralds the coming ‘of spring. 
Therefore, everyone is in the mood for 
celebrating and having a good time. So 
plan a party to match the gay mood of 
your guests. 


Decorations 

Valentine’s Day may be a Christian 
adaption of the ancient festival of the 
Lupercalia, which was celebrated an- 
nually on February 15 in honor of Lu- 
percus, a rustic god comparable to the 
Greek god Pan. If you want a Valen- 
tine’s Party that is different, decorate 
your room with evergreens and flowers 
(the real or crepe paper kind). In a 
corner have Pan with his pipes, sitting on 
a rock. One of your artistic friends can 
paint him on heavy card board and 
then cut him out. Cupid with his bow 
and arrow aimed at large red _ hearts 
edged in lace doily ruffles should be the 
center of attraction at the tables. To 
make the red hearts; cut them from red 
mat stock and brace them with stands of 
the same material; or form hearts from 
coat hangers and cover them with crepe 
’ paper, sticking wire in stands of mold- 
ing clay or plaster of Paris. Crepe paper 
ruffles and ribbon bows will conceal the 
stands and enhance plain or old candle 
holders. Cupids and hearts are every- 
where—even on the napkins. 


Invitations 

Broken hearts are taboo on Valentine’s 
Day. Let your guests’ know that if they 
do not attend your party, you will be 
greatly disappointed. Your invitation 
written in red ink on white hearts should 
read: 

“Youll break our hearts if you can’t 
come to our Luther League’s Hearty 
Rartycwihe, Gates 1Sa0e neers: The time 
Sarnia cens Phe. places) eo iea wis cars ee 

The invitation can be written in Re- 
bus; that is by using pictures of objects, 
the names of which represent words or 
syllables of words in the invitation. 


®Miss Kusch is serving her second term as 
President of the Luther League of Illinois. She 
served as Chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee at the Roanoke Convention of The 
Luther League of America, and is now a mem- 
ber of its Life Service Committee. She lives at 
Springfield, Illinois. 
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Parted Valentines 
On the occasion of honoring Lupercus, 
the names of all young women were put 
in a box, from which men drew them as 
chance directed. Write names of well- 
known couples on_ hearts—the ladies 
names are placed in a box from which 
the female guests will draw and their 
mate’s names, in a box for the male 
guests. Have your guests pin ther hearts 
on their sleeve and find their Valentine. 
This is a good way to choose partners for 
the next game and to become acquainted. 
A few well known couples are: 
Jack and Jill 
William and Mary 
Franklin and Eleanor 
Edward and Wally 
Burns and Allen 
Romeo and Juliet 
Adam and Eve 
Antony and Cleopatra 
Punch and Judy 
Samson and Delilah 


Elopement 

Now that the parted valentines- have 
been united, they decided to elope. Di- 
vide the couples into two teams. Provide 
each team with a suitcase, containing 
similar men’s and women’s garments, and 
an umbrella. At the signal, the first.couple 
runs to their suitcase; each person dresses 
in garments of the opposite sex; the 
two race together under the opened um- 
brella to the starting line; undress; re- 
pack the suitcase; and touch off the next 
couple. This couple runs with the suit- 
case to the turning point, and repeats. 
Let there be no nonsense among the 
players—the clothes must be put on 
properly; and if a garment is found in- 
side out when unpacked, it must be re- 
turned right-side out before it can be 
donned. No garments are allowed to be 
left sticking out of the suitcase. Do not 
worry if you do not have even number 
of boys and girls—this game can be en- 
joyed just as much by couples of two 
boys and two girls. 


Hearty Words 
Give each guest a pencil and paper 
and have him write down as many single 
or compounded words as he can think of 
which contain the word heart. Allow 


By Evelyn Kusch* 


five minutes for this. Check the lists. 
Allow five extra points for each word 
which does not appear on the list of any 
other player. Any player may be chal- 
lenged to define a word he has used. 
Some hearty words are: Heartache, 
heart-beat, heart-block, heartbreak, 
heartburn, hearten, heartfelt, hearthstone, 
heartily, heart-throb, heartstrings. 


Valentine Artistry 
Now provide everybody with colored 
construction paper, paper doilies, picture 
magazines, tubes of paste, scissors, and 
crayons; and allow fifteen or twenty 
minutes for each guest to construct the 
prettiest or most comical valentne. 


False Hearts 

The old potato relay and all of its 
variations are always enjoyed. This time 
fill a bowl of Valentine candy. Each con- 
testant must dip his hand into the bowl, 
picking up as many candies as possible 
upon the back of his hand. Then he 
must run around the room, dropping as 
few candies as possible. The winner is 
the one who returns to the starting point 
with the most candies. 


Musical Romance 

An amusing short story can be pre- 
pared, with blanks to be filled in by the 
names of songs, whose chorus openings 
are played on the piano. The winner is 
the one with the most correct identifi- 
cations. Your guests may like to sing a 
few of the old numbers used in the story 
after the contest is completed. 


Cinderella’s Slippers 

One of the most annoying (to the 
girls) weaknesses of the stronger sex is 
its unconcerned regard for the details of 
feminine attire. Seat all the lovely lady 
guests in a row of chairs, have all ele- 
gant gentlemen stand behind the chairs 
with their backs to their respective part- 
ner. Now ask the ladies to remove their 
shoes, which you collect and, mixing 
them, place in a heap in the middle of 
the floor. Now each gentleman is asked 
to find the shoes of his respective part- 
ner. Here the fun begins. If the gentle- 
man chooses the wrong shoe, then he 


(Continued on Page 31) 
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News Notes 


@ IOWA 

The Luther League of Iowa held its 
fall Executive Committee meeting in a 
Cedar Rapids hotel on November 21. 
The Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Executive 
Secretary of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica, met with the group to complete ar- 
rangements for the 1951 national conven- 
tion which will be held on the Iowa 
State Unversity campus in Iowa City, 
Towa. The president of the Iowa State 
League, Miss Andrean Lowe, and mem- 
bers of the Iowa Synod youth committee 
signed the agreements. 

Plans for the 50 Bible Camp were 
discussed; the courses to be taught and 
the instructors for them were selected. 
The site will be the Walther League’s 
Camp on Lake Okoboji, Iowa. 

The constitution revision committee 
met and presented a revised draft of the 
constitution which will be presented for 
approval at the Bible Camp meeting in 
1950. 

Operation Spiritual, evangelism, and 
stewardship plans were discussed. These 
will be the emphases for the next three 
months. They will be the theme of fu- 
ture district rallies. 


@® INDIANA 

On November 12, 1949, the Luther 
League of Indiana made its second bi- 
ennial visit to the Wittenberg College 
Campus at Springfield, Ohio. Mr. Emer- 
son C. Reck, Wittenberg Vice-President, 
serving as registrar, reported 426 regis- 
trants. Following registration on Satur- 
day morning, the Leaguers were sent 
out in groups of 25 with Wittenberg 
students and former Indiana Luther 
Leaguers serving as guides. 

Each group was completely familiar- 
ized with such Wittenberg landmarks as 
Hamma and Keller Halls, Weaver Ob- 
servatory, Zimmerman Library, Recrea- 
tion and Myers Halls. They were intro- 
duced to many of the professors and 
teachers, who briefly discussed their par- 
ticular fields. 

After touring the campus, many of the 
group went to the Osterlen Orphans’ 
Home for an inside view of the activi- 
ties of the home. Lunch was served at 
Myers Dining Hall and Ferncliffe Hall, 
furnishing an intimate picture of life 
on the campus. 

The Indiana Leaguers were guests of 
the college at the afternoon’s football 
game with Wooster College. The fact 


Twenty 


that it was “Dad’s Day” at the game 
added much to the enjoyment of it. The 
Leaguers were honored by the privilege 
of meeting Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, 
Wittenberg’s president. 

The day at Wittenberg afforded a 
wonderful opportunity for securing first- 
hand information about one of our Luth- 
eran schools of higher education. 


® CANADA SYNOD LUTHER LEAGUE 

The first annual convention of the 
Luther League of the Canada Synod was 
held over Labor Day weekend on the 
campus of McMaster University, Ham- 
ilton, Ontario. Previous conventions have 
been held bi-ennially. 

Another innovation was the holding 
of a Luther League Workshop with ses- 
sions on Friday night and Saturday morn- 
ing before the formal opening of conven- 
tion itself on Saturday afternoon. This 
gave the various officers and secretaries 
the opportunity to give needed informa- 
tion for the successful functioning of 
local Leagues. Mr. Clarence Neun, rep- 
resenting the LLA, spoke at these ses- 
sions. 

The convention theme, “Be Faithful”, 
was the daily keynote of Convention 
Chaplain Alvin Schweitzer, who spoke 
briefly at the opening of each of the 
meetings. 

The banquet of the convention was 
held on Saturday night with Dr. J. Har- 
mon McGuire, President of the Illinois 
Synod, as the inspiring speaker. The 
burden of his message was a plea to 
youth to engage in a program of evan- 
gelism on behalf of the unchurched 
wherever they live. 

Following each of the evening sessions 
and concluding the work of the day, 
Pastor W. A. Mehlenbacher conducted 
candle-light devotions in the out-of-doors 
on the beautiful university campus. 

Professor Dr. O. W. Heick, of Water- 
loo College and Seminary, was the Bible 
Class teacher on Sunday morning. He 
spoke on the dignity and sacredness of 
the Ten Commandments. 

Dr. H. T. Lehmann, Waterloo’s presi- 
dent, was the preacher at the morning 
church service. Dr. Lehmann sounded a 
warning to young people to avoid taking 
their ease in Zion at a time when their 
consecrated labors were so sorely needed 
in the work of building the Kingdom of 
God on earth. 


The Sunday evening service, at which 
Holy Communion was administered, was 
addressed by Dr. McGuire. A new cross 
was dedicated for Sister Florence 
Weicker on the Life Service Flag of the 
synodical Luther League. 

Business of the convention, besides the 
election of a new slate of officers, in- 
cludes the following actions: Setting up a 
$100 annual scholarship at a Lutheran 
institution of higher learning for the 
benefit of one entering full-time church 
service; establishment of a General Sec- 
retaryship for a lay person; adoption of 
a budget of $1,630 to be met by volun- 
tary pledges from the local Leagues. 

The following were installed at the 
closing service: President, Walter Hach- 
born, St. Jacobs; Vice-President, Bruce 
Preiss, Waterloo; Recording Secretary, 
Miss Jean Leifso; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Miss Jean Niergarth, St. Jacobs; 
Treasurer, Gerald Hagen, Kitchener; 
General Secretary, Carl Bennewitz, Strat- 
ford; Pastor-Advisor, Rev. Alvin Schweit- 
zer, Brantford; and Rev. W. A. Mehlen- 
bacher and Paul Ludolph, Students’ Aid 
Committee. 


@® MINNESOTA 

The Richfield Lutheran Church, Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, dedicated its own 
Life Service Flag on Sunday, November 
18. The service was sponsored by the 
Senior Luther League to honor the fol- 
lowing full-time servants of the Church: 
Pastors—Ingolf Kindem, Fargo; George 
Lundquist, St. Louis Park; Berton Schal- 
Pastor’s 


ler, Jr., Mahtomedi; wives— 
Carol Carlsen Piehl, Waterloo, Wis.; 
Jean Neal Vavrin, Cedarburg, Wis.; 
Yvonne Kjenstad Reed, Red Wing, 
Minn. 

@ OHIO 


Wittenberg College has announced 
that Mr. Arthur Bauer, Hamma Divinity 
Middler, has been named as chairman 
of the executive committee which is 
planning the Lutheran Youth Conference 
to be held at Wittenberg College, June 
9-11, 1950. 

Art is a former president of the Luther 
League of Ohio, and is currently serving 
the LLA as a member of its Committee 
on Operation Spiritual. 

Ten other Wittenberg students, among 
whom is George Billman, LLA executive 
committeeman, have been selected to 
serve as chairmen of various committees. 
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@ NEW YORK 


An interesting discussion grew from 
a course on “The Church and Social Ac- 
tion” taught by the Rev. Harold C. Letts 
at Pinecrest Dunes Lutheran Leadership 
School last fall. Various problems in the 
field of Social Action were discussed, 
with the following conclusions being 
reached: 


Mixed marriages should not be en- 
tered into lightly. Our love for God 
should be more important than our love 
for another individual. Many far-reach- 
ing problems arise from. mixed marriages. 
Youth néeds guidance and facts to com- 
bat this problem. 


Our witnessing for God hinges upon 
our experience of Him. We should be 
tolerant of those whose religious beliefs 
are different from ours. 


Recreation should be used to develop 
the personality of an individual and to 
strengthen family and community life. 
Our churches should have planned recre- 
ational activities for all ages and should 
take an active part in planned commu- 
nity recreation. 

Christ died for all and all men are 
created in God’s image. People must be- 
come educated to the fact that there is 
no real difference in race. 


Economic problems should be dis- 
cussed in the Churches, using Christian 
speakers with a good understanding of 
the economic situation. The right value 
should be placed on labor. 


We should us our money in the fur- 
therance of God’s Kingdom rather than 
throw it away without any return. Gam- 
bling produces nothing of value; instead, 
it tears down the moral foundations of 
our society. 


Communism denies a real spiritual 
worth in the individual and considers 
him only an economic factor. It is these 
ideas to which we object. 

Another important social problem of 
our day is juvenile delinquency. It stems 
from a lack of understanding in the 
homes and from a lack of the spirit of 
Christ. We should set good examples by 
our lives in case some child is idealizing 
us. 

The discussion resulted in the follow- 
ing recommendation being presented to 
the Board of the Leadership School: 


“We, the class in Church and Social 
Action of the 1949 session of the Pine- 
crest Dunes Lutheran Leadership School 
recommend that in order that we may, as 
Christians, better understand our Negro 
brethren, the Board extend an invitation 
to Negro Lutheran youth groups, asking 


FEBRUARY, 1950 


them, to attend our school and to share 


with us our experiences in spiritual, edu-~ 


cational, and social life.” 


® KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


The Christ in Every Purse program 
has been operative in the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Luther League since early fall 
under the chairmanship of Franklyn 
Morris, of Louisville. Miscellaneous ef- 
forts reached somewhat of a _ climax 
when in the Louisville area a special 
rally was held on the Sunday following 
Thanksgiving Day. The feature of the 
evening was the presentation of Mr. Carl 
H. Duning, the Richmond, Indiana, Lu- 
theran layman who originated the idea. 


Mr. Duning began the explanation of 
the Christ in Every Purse plan by saying 
“Tm no preacher!” He continued by tell- 
ing in an informal manner some of the 
almost unbelievable experiences which 
have come to him as he has projected 
this plan of lay-evangelism through the 
use of Warner Sallman’s “Head of 
Christ”. The essence of the plan is 
simply for everyone to carry a copy of 
this drawing in his purse as a reminder 
of the Presence with him always and of 
the privilege of fellowship with Him in 
prayer. 

Mr. Duning explained that one who 
carries a small copy of the “Head of 
Christ” with him in his wallet is almost 


sure to get a good opportunity to bear 
witness to Him before others. Often that 
opportunity comes in a most natural way 
when people observe the picture in one’s 
wallet and make inquiry about it. Then, 
too, each person participating in the plan 
should be prepared to give a copy of 
the picture to any earnest inquirer who 
is willing to accept it and to continue the 
chain of picture distribution and witness- 
ing to Christ. 

Also as a part of the program of the 
evening was shown a set of colored 
filmslides recently made by Pastor Ver- 
non Frazier as Executive Secretary of 
the Luther League of S. C. These slides 
show the Luther League in action, mak- 
ing clear the duties of officers and how 
to present a helpful devotional meeting. 

The members of St. Mark’s Luther 
League, Auburndale, provided the en- 
tertainment for the evening with a “Doc- 
tor L, L. (I. Q.)” quiz program. Right 
answers to thought provoking questions 
on the Bible were rewarded with real 
prizes. The radio feature was complete 
with quiz-master (Pastor Charles Stru- 
bel) and singing commercial, which ad- 
vertised The Luther League Review. 

Refreshments were served the rally- 
ing Leaguers by the Leaguers of Calvary 
Church, Louisville, and the Leaguers of 
Fenner Memorial Church, where the 
meeting was held, were hosts. 


Maryland Convention, Levering Hall, Johns Hopkins Univ., Baltimore, Sept. 2-5 
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The Luther League of South Caro- 
lina has what it calls “The Church In- 
stitutions Project”. In alternate years 
each of the two institutions of higher 
learning on its terrtory receives the 
equivalent of a gift of $250, It is usually 
used to purchase some needed equip- 
ment. The 1948-1949 project provided 
beautiful new carpet for the chancel of 
the Southern Seminary’s (Columbia, 
S. €.) Chapel. 


St. John’s Church, Rosenfeld, Mani- 
toba, Canada, reports with much pride 
that one of their number has recently 
been ordained to the Gospel Ministry— 
The Rev. Kurt Keitel—their first to enter 
the full-time service of the Church. This 
event they called “the highlight of the 
year or years.” 


The Luther League of Salem Church, 
Fremont, Nebraska, Rev. Fred W. Kern, 
Pastor, operates a Youth Center for the 
youth of the congregation. They report 
a recent gift from the adults of the 
congregation of a deep freeze. Sixty-one 
Leaguers attended the last District Rally 
at Grace Church, Hooper, Nebraska, 
traveling in two buses and several pri- 
vate Salem’s pastor and _ other 
adult members believe in their young 
people. 


cars. 


The Luther League of St. Matthew 
Church, San Francisco, Rev. Herman 
Lucas, Pastor, reports their delight in a 
series of messages given by persons 
prominent in the various professions— 
psychiatry, Jaw and teaching. 


A group of California Leaguers tra- 
versed a 7,000 mile trip of sight-seeing 
enroute to and from the Roanoke Con- 
vention of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica. They enjoyed the great hospitality 
of many Luther League homes as they 
went. The group included: Stan Califf, 
Jody Falstrom, Bev and Dick Forsberg, 
Evelyn Jensen, Georgia Lyons, Paul 
Spindt, George Steffens and Ben Torres. 


The congregation having the largest 
delegation at the Roanoke Convention 
of The Luther League of America was 
St. Paul’s, Mansfield, Ohio, Rev. John 
G. Gensel, pastor. They chartered their 
own bus and transported 35 persons to 
the convention. Word has come that they 
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plan to do similarly when the convention 
goes to Iowa City, Iowa, August 13-17, 
1951. 


Trinity’s (Pasadena, California) Lu- 
ther League reports the acquisition of a 
new club house as a gift. It is a five- 
roomed house on newly acquired church 
property. Extensive cleaning and _ paint- 
ing of the place, as well as providing the 
furnishings, were done by Leaguers 
themselves. 


“The St. Stephen Rambler” (Lexing- 
ton, S. C.) reports the contribution by 
their Luther League of $44 towards the 
Penny Parade conducted by the Luther 
League of South Carolina during the 
month of November. Objective of the 
effort was $500 towards the construction 
of a recreation building at Lutheridge, 
new assembly grounds of the southern 
synods in the mountains of North Caro- 


lina. Rev. Vernon F. Frazier, former Ex-. 


ecutive Secretary of the L. L. of S. C., is 
pastor of St. Stephen Church. 


The Philadelphia District of the Luther 
League of the Central Pennsylvania Syn- 
od is in earnest about extending the 
benefits of the Luther League to more 
young people. They are now using their 
Synod’s Enlistment Program, which is 
worthy of the attention of all League- 
dom—and. will soon get it. Everyone is 
waiting with interest the reports on this 
project (in early February) which is de- 
signed to increase the League member- 
ship by at least 20% . The Rev. Martin 
L. Tozer, pastoral advisor, and Miss 
Doris Bull, Extension Secretary, recently 
made the rounds of the Section Rallies 
to impress the facts upon the League 
leaders. 


The Johnstown District Luther League 
(Central Pa. Synod) is sponsoring its 
own Intermediate Contest during the 
winter season. It is in the nature of a 
Bible Quiz. The general objective is to 
further interest in their Camp Se-Quan- 
Ota, the first prize being a scolarship for 
a boy and another for a girl winner. 


The Luther League of First Church, 
Johnstown, Pa., reports that on a recent 
occasion at a meeting they had repre- 
sentatives of the Johnstown Chapter of 
the National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People as their guests. 


The number of Luther Leagues that 
have been granted the privilege of using 


the morning service on Youth Sunday 
to present their program is gradually 
growing. The list is much too long to be 
given here. Indeed, it would be quite 
impossible for us to do so, as we have no 
way of knowing the total number. But 
it is true that this experience is becoming 
commoner in every type of church-big- 
city, small-city, small-town, and. open- 
country. 


The Intermediate Luther League of 
St. John Church, Scalp Level, Pa., report 
good attendances and success in the 
Study of the Book of Philippians as the 
first project of Operation Spiritual. They 
also packed 6 Kiddie Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief, and made a contribution 
to the work of their Camp Se-Quan-Ota. 


The Intermediate Luther League of 
Trinity Church, Johnstown, Pa., has been 
enjoying a most successful season under 
the direction of their Superintendents, 
Miss Janet Nesbit and Miss Sara Jean 
Belz, who use the topics regularly each 
Sunday evening. This church also reports 
a Craft Hour the program of which 
touches over 200 boys and girls. 


Did you see that splendid Christmas 
issue of Luther League Lines? That is 
the synodical paper of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Luther League edited by Eu- 
gene and Jane Schuster. Not only was 
it a near perfect job of mimeographing, 
but it was packaged so neatly for Christ- 
mas with red ribbon and white tissue 


paper. 


The Luther League of St. Mark 
Church, Newport, Ky., seemed almost 
play struck under the inspiration of the 
glorious Christmas theme. The group of 
younger Leaguers presented “The Little 
Lost Angel”, a puppet show, and the 
older Leaguers put on Dorothy Clark 
Wilson’s “White Christmas.” Mrs. Day 
B. Werts, the pastor’s wife, directed both 
of them. 


Trinity, Bellevue, Kentucky, is one of 
the newest. Leagues in the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synod, but it entertained the 
Luther Leagues of Northern Kentucky 
recently. The feature of the evening was 
a play in ten scenes, on the theme, 
“Luther and the Ten Commandments”, 
which The Rey. Charles L. Mascheck, 
Trinity’s pastor, had written. The offer- 
ing was received for the support of the 
District’s project in China, the Yen Tan 
Parish. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW. 


WHY BELONG TO CHURCH? 
By THE REV. PAUL J. KIDD, West Reading, Pa. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
Why? This study is provided to help young adults 
think through the whole matter of church member- 
ship both for themselves and for the host of those, 
many of whom they know, who have no church 
connection of any kind today. 


How? Make this a discussion meeting. Arrange a 
Forum in which the content of the article will be 
discussed as well as the items suggested for such use. 
There is also a Research Project which should prove 
helpful in getting the group started at the task of 
interesting others of their own age-group in the 
Church. 


FN 


© FUEL FOR THE FORUM 

1. “I’m not such a bad sort of fellow that I think I 
have to go to Church all the time to make up for it”, 
was an explanation once given by a non-church goer. 
What do you think of it? To whom does Church member- 
ship mean more—the person who goes to Church with 
the idea that he is performing an act of goodness which 
will make up for his sins, or the person who goes to 
Church with the belief that through the Church he is 
afforded opportunities not found elsewhere? 

2. What is the symbolical value of the pastor some- 
times facing the altar and sometimes facing the congre- 
gation during our Lutheran service? How does this relate 
to the first two opportunities of corporate worship men- 
tioned in the topic? 

3. Why do some people say that they “feel good” 
after having attended a Church service? 

4, What effect on family solidarity does it have when 
all the members of the family do not share in the life of 
the Church? 

5. Is there perplexity in the minds of children whose 
parents send them to Sunday School and Church, but 
never go themselves? 


@ THINK THESE THROUGH 

Here are some of the excuses people give for not being 
a member of the Church, or for being inactive in it once 
they are members. Add to the list from your own exper- 
ience, then analyze these excuses. 

1. Too many hypocrites in the Church. 

2.. Sunday is my only day to sleep late, loaf and relax. 

3. When I was young I was forced to go to Church. 
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4. The same people run the Church and have their 
fingers in everything. 

5. “I commune once a year. Isn’t that enough?” 

6. “I support the Church financially and come occa- 
sionally. Why should I do more?” 

7. “I don’t need the Church to help me be good.” 

8. “I send my children to Sunday School, and will 
have them confirmed when they are old enough.” 

9. “TI don’t like to be preached at.” 

10. “I believe in God, but I don’t see where the 
Church is necessary.” 


® A RESEARCH PROJECT 

Prior to the discussion, consult your pastor on the fol- 
lowing percentages: 

1. The unchurched in the community. 

2. Families in the Church, or community, where one 
or more members do not belong to the Church. 

3. Families where members belong to different 
churches. What could we do about this whole matter? 


® RESOURCE ARTICLE (See Pages 8 and 9) 
(Continued from Page 9) 


me against wrongs that are resulting in tragedies every- 
where. 

12. Because there is nothing I would have to give up, 
or do, that would not be for my benefit in every way. 

18. Because if those who believe in God and righteous- 
ness do not join together, who will establish righteousness 
and resist evil? 

14. Because if a parent, 1 have no right to expect my 
children to do what I have not done. What I do speaks 
louder than what I say. 

15. Because disobeying Him here will be poor prepa- 
ration in that day when I shall have to meet God face to 
face. 

“Wherever there are men who call upon the name of 
Christ, and put their trust, through Him, in God, there is 
the Church. It may appear in strange, even in fantastic 
guise. Mingled with its true membership there may be 
large numbers of ‘hypocrites and evil men’; curious and 
often glaring aberrations from the truth of the Gospel may 
find a place among their teachings, but it is still the 
Church. Marvelous superstitions may be held by those 
who belong to it; all sorts of human frailty may mar their 
living and their thinking, but it remains ‘the church of 
Christ which He hath purchased with His precious 
blood’.” 
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5—A Highly Respected Intellectual 
John 3:1-12 
12—A Woman of Loose Morals 
John 4:1-26 
/19—A Woman Not Helped by Doctors 
Mark 5:25-33 


26—A Woman Pleading for Her Child 
Matthew 15:21-28 


The topics presented herewith are 
designed for use in March by the 
Young People’s age-group, those 18 
years old and over. February topics 
were printed in our January issue. 
Get one if you need it. 


Project No. 5 of Operation Spiritual 
will be at work in local Leagues in 
March. See pages 2 and 3. 


HOW JESUS DEALT WITH MEN: (2) A HIGHLY 
RESPECTED INTELLECTUAL 
John 3:1-12; John 7:45-52; 19:38-42 
By THE REV. H. BRENT SCHAEFFER, D.D., Jackson, Miss. 


@ METHOD 

We have here a most interesting character. 
He affords good mental exercise because there 
is a fine opportunity for the imagination to 
work, and the discourse of Jesus is such as to 
challenge our best effort. 

In the presentation of the topic the writer 
has endeavored to give a biographical sketch 
of Nicodemus (from John, tradition, and con- 
jecture) and to emphasize the unusual and 
striking responses Jesus made to his uncer- 
tainty and spiritual need. 

In most Leagues the program will consist 
of one or more members reading the material 
as given. Those with capable leaders, willing 
to give extra time and effort, have here suffi- 
cient information and suggestions to give the 
topic in a debate on some such a question as, 
“Resolved: That Nicodemus was a man _ of 
courage and intellectual stability”, in which 
the way Jesus dealt with him would be an 
important point in the discussion. 

Or, the topic could be presented from the 
standpoint of the tradition that Nicodemus was 
baptized by Peter and John. Nicodemus would 
have an interview with Peter and John seeking 
baptism, telling the story of his visit to Jesus 
and how the word of Jesus made such an im- 
pression on his mind and heart that he was 
forever thinking about it, how he defended 
Jesus before the Sanhedrin in consequence of 
it. Peter and John could respond with their 
own acknowledgement of Nicodemus’ contri- 
bution to Christ’s burial. Then Nicodemus could 
tell how the news of Christ’s resurrection 
brought full realization that Jesus was indeed 
the Christ the Son of God and Saviour of the 
world. Peter and John would accept him for 
baptism with great rejoicing. 

Supplementary information on Nicodemus 
and how Christ dealt with him can be secured 
from Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, and 
sermons on the Gospel for Trinity Sunday. 


@ PROGRAM 


Prelude—Silent Prayer 

Hymn: “Thou Art the Way” (270 PSH) 

Scripturue Reading: John 3:1-11 

Confession and Prayer (standing ) 

Leader: What is baptism? (See page 55 and 56, 
PSH) 

Response: Luther’s explanation in the Catechism 

Leader: What gifts or benefits does baptism 
confer? 

Response: Catechism 

Leader: How can water produce such great 
effects? 
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Response: Catechism 

Prayer: 

“For all Thy love and goodness, so bounti- 
ful and free, Thy name, Lord, be adored! 
On the wings of joyous praise our hearts 
soar up to Thee. 

Help us every day to believe in Thee that 
our souls may never troubled be. May our 
abilities and talents be used gladly and unto 
the uttermost, and in the magniifying of our 
gifts may life be enriched, our fellows blessed, 
and Thy Name honored. May our lives be 
among those used of Thee, O Lord, to en- 
lighten, empower and ennoble the human 
race. Especially in this hour do we _ pray 
that these learned and highly educated per- 
sons who are without the spiritual insight 
and yielding faith which only acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour can bring may find the 
new life of the kingdom in Christian disciple- 
ship. In Christ’s Name we pray. Amen. 

Presentation of Topic: 

(If time is available after presentation, use 
any supplementary material or daily Bible 
Readings with comments. ) 

Offering 

Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men of God!’ (289 PSH) 

Benediction 


@ THE TOPIC 

This‘ scripture passage is our Gospel 
lesson for Trinity Sunday. In a book of 
sermons a preacher gives as the topic of 
the sermon for that Sunday, “A Master 
of Israel Intervews the Master of Men.” 
The basis for any study of Nicodemus 
is to be found in three short passages in 
the Gospel of John. As is so often true 
in the brief New Testament references to 
persons much must be surmised, the 
reader must read between the lines. If 
this is not conducive to accuracy, it is 
an exhilarating mental and _ spiritual 
activity. 


The Standing of Nicodemus 
John tells us that Nicodemus was “a 
Pharisee.” The Pharisees were the domi- 
nant religious party in Jewish religious 
leadership. They were the orthodox 


February 


5—Church Homes for Christian People 
Romans 16:1-5 


All for Christ 
12—Discovering the Unchurched 
Matthew 10:5-16 
19—Interviewing Men for Christ 
Acts 8:26-38 
How Jesus Dealt with Men 
26—An Earmest Young Inquirer (Lent) 
Luke 18:18-27 


group and followed strictly in outward 
observance all the legal provisions in re- 
gard to the Sabbath and ceremonial laws 
which had been set up by the religious 
leaders. They were the chief opponents 
and critics of Jesus. 

“A ruler of the Jews.” This meant that 
he was a member of the Sanhedrin 
which was permitted by the Roman au- 
thorities to regulate the religious life and 
practice of Judaism. The body could 
enforce its decrees by imprisonment and 
punishment but could not place the 
death penalty. 

“A teacher of Israel.” This would en- 
title him to the designation of Rabbi, a 
term of respect and honor to a teacher 
of the law. The Greek word is the 
same translated “doctor” in the story of 
the boy Jesus in the temple. 

Reading between the lines Nicodemus 
could have been an elderly man at the 
time he went to Jesus. Matthew tells of 
a rich young man coming to Jesus; this 
may be an elderly man coming to Jesus. 
This is inferred by. the question Nico- 
demus asked, “How can a man be born 
again when he is old?”, and consider it 
as applying to himself and his own age. 

Nicodemus is thought of as a man of 
wealth and prominence. While Joseph 
of Arimathea makes arrangement with 
Pilate for permission to bury Jesus, Nico- 
demus purchases what is required for 
the embalming. The hundred pounds of 
myrrh and aloes is considered lavish. 
His place in the Sanhedrin would rank 
him among the wealthy and honored. 

His standing as a teacher is elevated 
by some scholars who emphasize the ar- 
ticle “the” before teacher as used in the 
Greek text. One translator goes so far 
as to make Jesus refer to him as “the 
teacher of Israel”. 

One writer in a descripton of Nico- 
demus has this to say, “Nicodemus was 
an aristocrat, rich, socially prominent, 
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honored for his attainments, and _ est- 
eemed by all the people for his prac- 
tical good sense, his fairness and willing- 
ness to hear both sides of a question 
before passing judgment.” 

Tradition gives Nicodemus an honor- 
able place in Christian service. He is 
credited with one of the apochryphal 
books called the Gospel of Nicodemus 
which also gives evidence of his Chris- 
tian discipleship. Other stories assert 
that Nicodemus was baptized under the 
ministry of Peter and John, that he was 
driven from Jerusalem through the en- 
mity of those same Jewish leaders 
among whom he once sat, that he was 
buried in the same tomb in which the 
first martyr Stephen was buried. 


Nicodemus Comes To Jesus 

Jesus had been teaching and healing 
long enough at the time of the visit of 
Nicodemus for Him to have made a 
great impression upon the Jewish people. 
He had made a tour of Galilee, had 
performed many miracles, had challenged 
the temple “clique” by driving out those 
who would commercialize religious ob- 
servances. Already the people thought 
of Him as One who spoke with author- 
ity and not as the Pharisees. 

Nicodemus was not a hypocrite. He 
was honest and sincere in religious be- 
lief and practices. This is certain. His 
coming to Jesus by night may have been 
a secret visit. But Nicodemus had not 
made up his mind, was not prepared 
openly to identify himself with Jesus; 
or it may just have been the opportune 
time for him to visit. We can be sure 
he was mentally and spiritually disturbed 
by what he had heard and seen. He 
went straight to the source of disturb- 
ance for help. He addresses Jesus with 
respect, “Rabbi.” He accepts as valid and 
God-related the miracies of Jesus. 


Jesus Overwhelms Nicodemus 

Jesus did not follow Nicodemus’ lead- 
ing. He did not attempt to discuss Jew- 
ish law, become involved in debate, or 
explain his miraculous powers. He im- 
mediately proclaims “the gospel”: that 
the Christ must be lifted up and provided 
redemption unto eternal life through 
faith in Him, and that the Spirit would 
bring regeneration to those who were 
called and baptized. Jewish scholar and 
intellectual though he was, these dec- 
larations of Jesus were beyond his depth 
for the time. He had to have time to 
’ think and think and think. Here was 
abundant material to give an intellectual 
opportunity to use his brain to the ut- 
most; and then he must acknowledge 
that it was beyond reason and must be 
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received on faith. Jesus so stamped His 
person and authority upon Nicodemus 
in this conversaton that Nicodemus 
would never be at peace with himself 
until he could make that truth a part 
of himself. 


The Word of Jesus Takes Hold 
of Nicodemus 

Any one who has been in a group 
hostile to some one or some situation, 
when all the members are determined 
on a certain line of action, knows how 
much courage it takes to present an 
opposing stand. We should read John 
7:45-52 wth such an experience in mind. 
Nicodemus questioned the rights and 
methods of his fellow rulers at a time 
when they were aroused and inflamed 
against Jesus. Their resentment flares out 
against him. 

Upon the death of Jesus Nicodemus 
provided lavishly the preparation for His 
burial. It was not a favorable time to 
show such interest and concern. The 
malice and jealousy of the rulers of the 
Jews (among whom Nicodemus was 
listed) had finally prevailed against the 
innocent victim to the extent that it 
brought about His crucifixion. 

We do not know what other contacts 
Nicodemus might have had with Jesus. 
We can be sure in our own minds that 
the clouds of uncertainty, any intellectual 
barriers that might have been set up, 
were all put aside for Nicodemus when 
the full realization of the truths pre- 
sented by Jesus became established in 
his faith. The learned Nicodemus found 
the same contentment of spirit and glory 
of faith which come to wise and simple, 
rich and poor, who give themselves over 
to the gospel of Him who is the Way and 
the Truth and the Life. 


® LET US READ THE BIBLE 

John 8:1-11. We start our week of 
Bible readings with the scripture back- 
ground for our topic. Here is an intro- 
duction to a most interesting character. 
The name Nicodemus was of Greek ori- 
gin and means “victor over the people”. 
Nicodemus may not have been victor over 
the people but Jesus brought him to the 
victory over himself through faith. 


John 7:44-52. As a member of the 
Sanhedrin it was an act of great courage 
to say anything in defense of Jesus at 
this time. He was bitterly hated by the 
other members. Not many of us have 
the courage to “speak up” for the op- 
pressed and despised when prejudice and 
intolerance flares up. 


John 19:38-42. There is no ground for 
adverse criticism here as Nicodemus 


joins Joseph in providing for the burial of 
Jesus. No one could mistake this act as 
one of mere pity or charity. It reveals 
the maturity of Nicodemus’ thought as 
to the person and meaning of Jesus. Here 
is open allegiance at last. 


Titus 3:4-7. No teaching of Christianity 
is closer to its heart than that concern- 
ing regeneration, being born again. The 
necessity is in man’s sinful nature and 
his inability to change that nature. Man’s 
relation to God and man, his attitude to- 
ward life, his thought and will, are trans- 
formed through the activity of the Holy 
Spirit. 


Romans 12:1, 2. Here we have the Chris- 
tian transformation pictured. It is not 
something wrought by ourselves but un- 
der the will of God through His grace 
in Christ. In the yielding of our bodies 
to the power of God’s Spirit through 
faith in Christ awakened and established 
under the Gospel, we are transformed. 


Ephesians 4:25-32. The active manifesta- 
tion of our being born again is the for- 
saking of sin and the cleaving to those 
things that are good. Sin no longer hath 
dominion over us. 


Acts 7:51-56. An ancient tradition says 
that Nicodemus was buried beside the 
first martyr, Stephen. In what illustrious 
company! Those who are “full of the 
Holy Spirit”, born again, will surely see 
the glory of God and be received into 
the eternal fellowship of the saints. 


© SUPPLEMENT 

In a letter dated Aug. 7, 1752, the 
great Methodist preacher Whitefield 
wrote Benjamin Franklin as follows: “T 
find you grow more and more famous in 
the learned world. As you have made 
a pretty considerable progress in the 
mysteries of electricity, I would now 
humbly recommend to your diligent, un- 
prejudiced pursuit and study, the mystery 
of the new birth. It is a most important, 
interesting study, and, when mastered, 
will richly answer and repay you for 
all your pains. One, at whose bar we 
are shortly to appear, hath solemnly de- 
clared, without it we cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. You will excuse 
this freedom. I must have something of 


“Christ in all my letters.” 


@ QUESTIONS 

Do you think of Nicodemus as a timid 
man or a man of force? 

Is it easy for a person to take issue 
with his associates on a matter of in- 
tense concern to them? What often hap- 
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pens when one does? 

What is the honest and courageous 
course to pursue in the matter of asso- 
ciations and connections when we come 
to see things of vital mportance in a 
different light? 


How does one know he has been born 
into the kingdom of God? 

Are there today Christian believers 
who are great intellectuals? 

Can a person believe what he cannot 
understand? 


HOW JESUS DEALT WITH MEN: (3) AWOMAN OF LOOSE MORALS 


John 4:1-26 
By CAROLYN A. DUCKER, M.S. in Ed., Philadelphia, Pa. 


@ SUGGESTIONS TO LEADER 


Meditation upon this topic should lead to 
some soul-searching by the Leaguers. The dis- 
cussion following the presentation of the topic 
should not be simply an airing of prejudices. 
Try to guide the discussion so that some posi- 
tive, constructive good results from it. 

The program is planned so that the devo- 
tional period follows the topic presentation. 
The basic theme of the devotions is personal 
in nature and should. be most helpful if it 
follows the self-analysis indicated by the dis- 
cussion questions. 

Bibles may be used so that the Scripture 
lesson in John 4:1-26 may be followed as the 
first part of the presentation is made. 


@ PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 
(314 PSH) 
Presentation of the topic 
Discussion . 
Hymn: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
(206 PSH) 
Psalm 32 (35 PSH) 
Gloria Patri 
Offering 
Silent Prayer, 
prayer: 
Gracious Father, for the gift of Thy Son 
we give Thee our heart’s thanks. Make us 
ever mindful that Thou art near in all the 
events of our daily living. Make us aware 
of the many opportunities in which we can 
witness for Thee. Save us from the sins of 
pride and snobbishness. Make us winsome 
for Thee. Forgive our sins as we forgive 
those who have sinned against us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
Hymn: “I Lay My Sins On Jesus” (210 PSH) 


concluded with the following 


® THE TOPIC 

Let us roll back the curtain on a 
drama that took place about two thous- 
and years ago. Before us, situated in the 
midst of hilly ground, is a well. By its 
prominent location we become aware of 
the importance it claims in the events 
to follow. Indeed, this is not an ordinary 
well. It is one of historical significance. 
It is called Jacob’s well. And so it was. 
However, time has wrought changes, and 
this land once owned by the father of 
the people of Israel is now inhabited by 
the Samaritans, a mixed breed of people, 
despised by the Jews. Among the distant 
hills is the outline of a village, called 
Sychar. All is quiet momentarily for it is 
about noon. The people of the vicinity 
are occupied with their daily routines. 

A band of men travelling northward 
enters. After a brief conversation the 
group continues toward Sychar, planning 
to buy food there. One of the group re- 
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mains behind. As is the custom of travel- 
lers, He sits at the well to rest. However, 
His solitude is disturbed by the entrance 
of a woman who has come to the well to 
draw water. We observe this to be rather 
unusual for we know that in the East 
the necessary supplies of water are drawn 
in the morning and replenished in the 
evening. Can there be any significance in 
the woman’s coming at noon? Could 
she be hoping to avoid the opportunity 
for neighborly chats which the customary 
hours would be sure to bring? 

The man, Jesus of Nazareth, speaks 
simply, “Give me to drink.” 

The woman is startled. She had not 
expected this stranger to speak to her, 
particularly when she observed that he 
was a Jew. So surprised is she that she 
voices the question uppermost in her 
mind. 

“How is it that thou, being a Jew, 
askest drink of me, who am a Samaritan 
woman?” 

Jesus responds, “If thou knewest the 
gift of God and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldst 
have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water.” 

The woman looks blankly at the speak- 
er. The response of the stranger does 
not seem to answer her question. How- 
ever, she has not forgotten His original 
request, though, she thinks, He has been 
impractical in asking. 

“Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with 
and the well is deep.” 

But something puzzles and challenges 
her. Living water, He said. What could 
that be? “Whence then hast thou that 
living water? Art thou greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well and 
drank thereof himself, and his sons, and 
his cattle?” 

“Everyone that drinketh of this water 
shall thirst again.” 

She nods her head. That is certainly 
true. 

He continues, “But whosoever drink- 
eth of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst. The water that I 
shall give him shall become in him a 
well of water springing up unto eternal 


life.” 

Whatever this Stranger has to give is 
unquestionably desirable. “Sir, give me 
this water,’ the woman requests, but 
her next words reveal how literally she 
has interpreted His remarks. She explains, 
“that I thirst not, neither come all the 
way hither to draw.” Oh, to be spared 
the burdensome task of coming to the 
well to draw, yet one’s thirst must be 
assuaged. If she should possess his ma- 
gical water, would she gain prestige in 
the eyes of her neighbors, she wonders? 

The surprising Stranger makes another 
surprising remark, “Go, call thy husband 
and come hither.” 

Now what should she say—‘“thy hus- 
band”. What tumult arose within her 
at those words. Could this Stranger know 
something of her past? But she would 
reveal nothing, she decides. 

“T have no husband.” 

The Stranger looks at her searchingly 
and her heart skips a beat as He re- 
sponds, “Thou saidst well, ‘I have no 
husband’, for thou hast had five hus- 
bands . . . And he whom thou hast now 
is not thy husband. This hast thou said 
truly.” 

Such insight could be only the pos- 
session of a prophet. But why should a 
prophet of the Jews talk to her about 
her immoralities. She was without His 
jurisdiction. Now if this were Jerusalem, 
she reasoned, the situation would be 
quite different. These thoughts find ex- 
pression in words. 

Then the Stranger answers, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour cometh when 
neither in this mountain, nor in Jeru- 
salem, shall ye worship the Father. Ye 
worship that which ye know not. We 
worship that which we know, for salva- 
tion is from the Jews. But the hour com- 
eth and now is when the true worship- 
pers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and truth. For such doth the Father 
seek to be His worshippers. God is a 
Spirit, and they that worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 

A partial understanding seems to come 
over the woman. She, as a Samaritan, 
has some knowledge of the things of 
which the Stranger speaks, so she 
answers. 

“T know that Messiah cometh. When 
He is come, He will declare unto us all 
things.” 

The Stranger says, “I that speak unto 
thee am He.” . 

As our curtain softly closes over the 
scene of quietly perturbed stillness, the 
woman, forgetting her waterpot, starts 
for the village. She must tell others about 
this amazing prophet who claims to be 
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the long-promised Messiah. 

‘The drama we have witnessed is re- 
corded by John and we read it in the 
fourth chapter of his gospel. It might 
well be entitled “A Study in Contrasts.” 
The incident seems exceedingly simple, 
yet it throbs with emotion and eternal 
truths. The contrasts are caused by the 
differences in the attitudes of Jesus to- 
ward people and problems and those of 
the men of His day. Slight reflection re- 
veals that such contrasts exist in our day. 
Let us direct our thinking toward What 
Jesus Did. 


About Distinctions in Race and Society 

The locale of the scene in the drama 
indicates the answer, in part. Jesus 
passed through Samaria. How different 
from the Jewish custom of crossing the 
Jordan, travelling through Mesopotamia, 
and then re-crossing the river, to avoid 
traversing that despised Samaria. Hate 
propelled those weary steps. One moti- 
vated by love could not possibly be a 
victim of such prejudices. 

Jesus spoke to a woman, a Samaritan 
at that! Both the woman and the dis- 
ciples were amazed that in so doing 
Jesus disregarded man-made distinctions 
of race and society. Both had been con- 
ditioned by their inherited hatreds. Even 
daily association with their Saviour did 
not immediately free the disciples from 
their prejudices. 


About the Opportunity to Meet a Need 
Jesus’ meeting with the woman was 
a wayside chance. It was a chance to 
the extent that many of the contacts and 
opportunities of daily life are unplanned. 
By asking for a drink Jesus was giving 
the woman an opportunity to meet a 
temporary need of His. But His was the 
greater permanent gift to give. Forgive- 
ness and salvation, the needs of her life, 
could be given to her by Jesus, and 
these He offered to her as He penetrated 
the pretense of her conversation. 
Remember that Jesus sat at the well 
to rest. He was weary from His journey. 
Then came an opportunity to save a soul. 
The weakness of man so often provides 
the exeuse for not doing the Father's 
will. Not so with Jesus. At the decisive 
moment He was ready to spend Him- 
self completely so that the soul of this 


Samaritan woman might be won from 
the devil. 


About Using a Reclaimed Witness 
The woman was surprised by Jesus’ 
request for water when He had nothing 
with which to draw. How much greater 
would have been her perplexity if Jesus 
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had told her that she herself was to be 
the instrument by which the living water 
would be brought to other thirsting souls. 
Yet, before the ninth hour she had be- 
come the means by which her towns- 
people were coming to know their 
Saviour. 

We ourselves become surprised—per- 
haps even shocked—when the full sig- 
nificance of that last observation pene- 
trates our thinking. Why should Jesus 
use one such as she to be His represen- 
tative? This. woman’s immoral life was 
known to Him. She probably was ac- 
corded little respect among her neigh- 
bors. She certainly was slow to perceive 
the truths spoken to her. How could she 
be acceptable as a witness? 

Jesus took the first step in making her 
acceptable. Indeed, the fruit of her spirit 
had been moral evil. But it was not 
Jesus’ purpose to condemn, rather to 
save. By giving her the living water He 
was making it possible for her to de- 
velop moral strength to overcome her 
moments of temptation. The evil was 
driven out and her potentialities for good 
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were given the opportunity to bring 
forth good fruits. The trend of her life 
was irrevocably altered on that day when 
she met her Saviour. 

Each of us is a reclaimed soul. If ever 
our virtues seem overwhelmingly superior 
to those of others, let us remember with 
humility that we have been bought with 
a price, and our joy as Jesus’ should be 
in the salvation of every lost soul. 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

How do you as a Christian show your 
lack of racial prejudice? 

How do you in your daily life show 
your love of your fellow-man? 

How can you help those in greatest 
need of moral up-building in your com- 
munity? 

It has been said that the Protestant 
Church is scarcely more than a club of 
respectable people. What would happen 
in your church if some well-known way- 
ward soul were to seek your fellowship? 

Discuss the basic quailities of Chris- 
tian character. What are the fruits of 
the Spirit? (Read Galatians 5:22, 23.) 


HOW JESUS DEALT WITH MEN: (4) A WOMAN NOT 
HELPED BY DOCTORS 


Mark §:25-34 
By THE REV. WALTER M. WICK, Richmond, Indiana 


@ WORSHIP PROGRAM 
Hymn: “I Am Thine O Lord” 
(221 PSH; 201 CYH*) 
Psalm 121: (45 PSH; 355 CYH*) 
Prayer: (No. 54, p. 32 PSH) 
Scripture: Luke 5:25-34 
Offering 
Lord’s Prayer 
Announcements 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
(211 PSH; 200 CYH*) 
Topic and Discussion 
Hymn: “Rock of Ages” (218 PSH; 214 CYH*) 
Benediction 
Silent Prayer 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the U.L.P.H. 


@ LESSON AIM 


To know that man’s power is limited. To 
understand that suffering often drives souls to 
God, when they have at last perceived there 
is no where else to go. To appreciate the power 
of an unfaltering faith. To perceive that Jesus 
is merciful, even to the outcast. To give a 
positive witness to the Christless ones con- 
cerning Christ because we are His. 


@® THE TOPIC 

In Mark 5:25-34 we are concerned 
with our Lord’s willingness to bestow 
His blessings and the willingness of the 
ill woman to receive His blessngs. Here 
the love of Christ and the faith of a 
woman meet for the effective solution 
of a human ailment. Man can do many 
things to help heal minds and_ bodies, 


but only Christ, our Lord, can heal the 
soul. Therefore, every human who desires 
salvation finds himself finally face to 
face with God. We who are Christ’s 
are commissioned by Christ to make 
souls aware that their only hope is in 
Christ. 


The Fifth Chapter of Mark 

The Fifth Chapter of Mark is one of 
the “Miracle Chapters” of the Bible. In 
this chapter three miracles occur. The 
first miracle heals an “unclean spirit”. 
The second miracle deals with the heal- 
ing of a physical disorder. Yet there is 
ever present a benefit for the soul when 
Jesus remarked “go in peace”, He was 
actually more concerned that she should 
“go in peace” than that the plague 
should leave her. 

The third miracle was different from 
the simple restoration of an ill body, 
mind or soul. This miracle concerns the 
creative powers of God. Here was evi- 
denced a recalling to life when life had 
fled. The raising of the daughter of Jai- 
rus was a most apt proof of the prime 
function of a miracle, namely, to prove 
that Jesus was fully God as was His 
Father the first person of the Trinity. 
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The Account in Brief 

The account of the healing of the wo- 
man in our scripture lesson is a miracle 
within a miracle. 

As Jesus was on His way to the home 
of Jairus, an interruption occurred. A 
woman with an issue of blood came 
secretly in the crowd for healing by 
Jesus. We read that she was afflicted 
with this hemorrhage for twelve years. 
This affliction had lasted as long as the 
daughter of Jairus was old. Luke tells 
us that the woman had spent “all her 
living on physicians”. Mark records that 
she suffered much from many physicians. 
Her case was desperate. Frequently, 
only after people are driven to despera- 
tion, do they seek Christ. This may ac- 
count for the fact that people in ease 
and comfort feel themselves self-sufh- 
cient. 

The ill woman said to herself, “If I 
but touch his garment, I shall be whole”. 
She edged her way forward through the 
press of the crowd and touched the hem 
of Jesus’ garment. This “hem” of the gar- 
ment was likely the shawl of hyacinth 
blue or white wool of four tassels which 
was worn according to ancient prescrip- 
tion of the Hebrews. One tassel was 
thrown over the shoulder. This was pre- 
sumably the “hem” which the woman 
touched. 

In so doing she immediately perceived 
a healing process beginning within her- 
self. Half fearing, half rejoicing she tried 
to get away quickly. But before she 
could lose herself in the crowd, our Lord 
asked, “Who touched my clothes.” No- 
tice, he didn’t say, “who touched me”, 
for a direct bodily contact of His person 
could easily have been perceived. The 
divine sensitivity to an appeal by faith 
was so great, that even a slight touch 
on His garment arrested Him. 

Jesus stopped and looked around. Ap- 
parently he spotted the fearing but 
healed woman at once and looked at her 
with a penetrating gaze. Seeing that 
escape for her was impossible, she re- 
turned and fell at His feet, told Him 
her complete story and begged for mercy. 

With an expression of the greatest 
compassion implied in the word daughter, 
our Lord gave her the fullest assurance 
of His love and mercy. The term 
daughter was used not to indicate an 
age difference but a spiritual father-child 
relationship. Not only her body but her 
very soul was uplifted with the parting 
words, “go in peace”. 


No Irritations 


The mercy and tolerance of our Sav- 
iour is indicated in His kindness upon 
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being interrupted. He was on a mission 
of life and death to the home of Jairus. 
Yet He showed mercy to the afflicted 
woman on the way. Could we not pic- 
ture a usual oriental holy man and healer 
going about so important a mission as 
that upon which Jesus was now bent, 
and assuming an air of great piety? Per- 
haps such a one would walk along with 
hands clasped, eyes toward heaven, or 
trance-like in mien and mood, unwilling 
to be interrupted, demanding to be left 
in meditation. Not so, with our Lord. 
He needed no assumed aspect of piety 
to make His mission effective. 

Neither is Jesus aggravated when the 
disciples seem to ask what must have 
appeared to the Lord a silly question. 
“Thou seest the multitude thronging 
Thee, and sayest Thou, who touched 


Me?” Instead of ordering the disciples to: 


remain quiet, that He now had greater 
things to do than to answer such a 
simple question, he replies quietly that 
He had perceived virtue going out from 
Him. 


Jesus could have been profoundly irri- 
tated when He learned that the woman 
had been ill with an issue of blood. Such 
a one was unclean and unworthy to be 
going about in public, according to the 
Hebrew ceremonial law. Worse than 
that, according to that law she had ac- 
tually made Christ unclean by touching 
Him! He should have withdrawn Himself 
for about a day because of this, if He 
would have rigidly observed the cere- 
monial law to the letter. But the concern 
of the Master was not with ritual but 
with the aiding of humankind in distress. 
To Jairus, who was agonizingly waiting, 
He now said, “Fear not, only believe”. 


Faith the Potent Instrument 

Christ said to the healed woman, “Thy 
faith had made thee whole”, What He 
meant was that “Your faith in Me”, has 
made you whole. Faith, as such, stand- 
ing by itself has no power. It must be 
directed to someone or something. The 
faith of the woman had to be in Jesus, 
else it would have been utterly in vain. 
Faith was the instrument of her soul 
which reached out to touch the inner 
power of Jesus to bring about healing. 

This, then, discredits that there were 
any magic qualites about her act of 
touching Jesus. No doubt in her mind 
there was the feeling that if Christ could 
heal, all she would need to do would 
be to touch His garment and she would 
be healed. This is the reason that our 
Lord called to the attention of the wo- 
man that it was her faith, not the act of 
touching which healed her. 


May we not at this point ask the ques- 
tion whether there is any reality to the 
fact of faith healing? Is there any truth 
to the claim that illness can be healed by 
touching a hank of hair, a bone of a 
saint or a nail of the cross that may have 
been preserved throughout the ages? Is 
it true that Christian Science can heal 
by “faith alone”? Let’s admit that heal- 
ings have been accomplished at shrines, 
such as Lourdes in France. Healings 
have been accomplished in the realm of 
so-called “Christian. Science” religion. 
But let us be very aware that these heal- 
ings, and there are likely far less than 
usually claimed, have not been due to 
any magical qualities in the relics of 
saints or in the virtues of so-called “Chris- 
tian Science”. The healing, if there has 
been such, has come about within the 
individual seeking healing, not from 
without by any magical power or virtue. 
A change of attitude and thought-em- 
phasis has ocurred within the mind of 
the afflicted. The only manner of heal- 
ing that could thus be accomplished 
would be for those who had made them- 
selves ill in the first place by ill think- 
ing and unwholesome attitudes. Such 
healing any good Christian counselor or 
Christian psychiatrist could aid in bring- 
ing about. Such healing any Christian 
might bring about for himself by a com- 
plete and enthusiastic reliance upon and 
resignation to his Lord. 

The miracle of Jesus in this topic’s 
consideration was a pure or absolute 
miracle. The affliction of the woman was 
such that under no circumstance could 
she have healed herself. Her healing re- 
quired the direct intervention of the 
divine power in Christ. Her only quali- 
fication for being healed was that she 
had faith. Healings simply “by faith”, 
so-called, at shrines or in the process of 
strange religions, are simply applications 
of natural law in a natural way. The 
miracles of Jesus in the fifth chapter 
of Mark were truly miracles in that the 
natural processes of things were mo- 
mentarily set aside or overcome. Our 
Lord may act through the unconscious 
laws of nature in unusual circumstances, 
but here there was the deliberate inter- 
vention of His almighty will. 


The healed woman learned several im- 
portant lessons that we may apply in our 
lives too. She had the gift of a pene- 
trating faith. There was certain convic- 
tion in her heart that Jesus would help. 
There was no fearful questioning, “I 
wonder if He will help”. All she needed 
to do, she felt, was to get near enough, 
then reach out. Do you have such a posi- 
tive faith? 
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She learned that healing was not in 


~ the act of reachng out to touch some tas- 


sels, but in the person of Jesus Himself. 
Let us learn too, that our soul’s healing 
is not in acts or even in attitudes but in 
the person of Christ. 

The greatest lesson which the woman 
learned was that she had only believed 
in the power of Christ but had not 
trusted in the love of Christ. We, too, 
are apt, too frequently, to admit God’s 
creation and providence, His power and 
His majesty, but when we are made 
aware that he can peer through the cur- 
tain of our culture sham and through the 
mask of our assumed piety, and look 
into our inmost being, we tremble. We 
fear God’s wrath as did the cowering 
woman in the crowd. Let’s admit His 
love to us too. 

Christ stopped one day, even though 
he was in a great hurry, to reach out to 
heal a rejected and despised person, one 
polluted according to Hebrew ceremonial 
law. Can you, who have perceived His 
lasting love, also reach out a hand to 
the weary and the frail along life’s way? 
Can you reach out to the rejected and 
the despised? Can you tell them of a 
merciful Christ? These are the very ones 
who need Christ, and you, and love 
more than all the accepted and the priv- 
ileged ones in society. 


@ STUDY HELPS 

Miracles: There are accepted and nor- 
mal procedures in human relationships 
which we call the laws of society. There 
are normal procedures of nature which 
we call the laws of nature. Normal pro- 
cedures of God may be recognized as 
the laws of God in the spiritual realm. 
God is not subject to his own laws of 
nature or he would be an incompetent 
God. Having established order in nature, 
He therefore also has the power to sus- 
pend these normal procedures in nature 
and thus we have a miracle. Miracles 
are the setting aside of natural laws in 
order that God’s purposes may be ful- 
filled. Sin has required the necessity of 
miracles. A low view of sin results in 
the denial of the miraculous. Therefore, 
a denial of miracles is usually a moral 
not an intellectual matter. The greatest 
miracle was the incarnation of the Son 
of God, God made flesh, as John so aptly 
states it in the first chapter of his Gospel. 
The second greatest miracle was the 
creation, the calling into being of some- 
thing out of nothing by the word alone. 
The greatest miracle among men is the 
redeemed life of the child of God. If 
one admits the greatest miracle, namely, 
the coming in human form and flesh of 


FEBRUARY, 1950 


God, in Christ, there is no difficulty with 
any other miracle. The chief function of 
Christ’s miracles was to give evidence 
that He was the Son of God and there- 
fore had both the authority and the 
power to save the world. 

Faith: We are not saved by works. 
Neither are we saved. by faith as such. 
It is Christ who saves. In Ephesians 2:8 
we read, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God.” Faith, then, is 
simply the organ or the instrument by 
which the grace of God is made avail- 
able to us. It is the channel through 
which the empowering stream of God 
may flow. It is an attitude which makes 
Christ available and can make Him ef- 
fective. The value of works begins then 
only when faith has been affected. But 
works are the inevitable and the nec- 
essary expression of a healthy faith. Good 
works and deeds are the necessary fruits 
of a tree rooted and grounded in the 
love of God. Faith is an attitude of the 
heart to God and is evidenced, shown 
forth, by acts of service to man, acts of 
kindly service in the kingdom of God 
and acts of devotion to God. The woman 
healed of an issue of blood put her 
faith to work and touched Jesus, then 
returned to confess and to speak the 
truth as the good works of her fertile 
faith. 


@® HELPS FROM THE HOLY WORD 

Matthew 9:20-22. This is one of the 
parallel texts to the chief scripture for 
the topic according to Mark. Matthew 
gives a very brief account of the healing 
of the afflicted woman. Notice the many 
similarites in this lesson with that given 
in Mark. Matthew, too, emphasizes the 
great power of the woman’s faith. 


Luke 8:43-48. This is the second parallel 
passage to the Mark scripture lesson of 
the topic. Here we can perceive Luke 
the physician speaking. It must have im- 
pressed Luke to learn that the woman 
“had spent all her living upon physicians, 
neither could be healed of any.” Luke 
was willing to admit the limitations of 
his own profession and_ glorify His 
Saviour. 


Luke 7:1-10. The importance of this pas- 
sage is in these words, “Say in a word 
and my servant shall be healed”. The wo- 
man in the fifth chapter of Mark had to 
touch Christ’s garment. Jairus had to have 
Jesus present for his daughter, but here 
a heathen by birth had such an over- 
whelming faith that Jesus could heal 
from a distance. God is effective in us 
in proportion to our faith. 


Mark 10:46-52. Here blind Bartimaeus 
received the blessing of healing by hay- 
ing his sight restored. Here also, as with 
the woman healed of an issue of blood, 
Jesus says, “Thy faith hath made thee 
whole”. Unhesitatingly, without beating 
around the bush Bartimaeus at once de- 
clared his desire for sight, thus express- 
ing his faith that he had in Jesus. 


Luke 10:30-37. The priest and the levite 
strictly according to ceremonial law 
could not touch the wounded man along 
the side of the road without polluting 
themselves and rendering themselves un- 
fit for immediate temple service. They 
felt that they had a good reason for not 
rendering first aid. Jesus is not afraid of 
such ceremonial law as he 
stricken woman. 
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Matthew 9:1-8. This text gives the prime 
reason for the performance of miracles 
by Jesus. In order that all witnesses may 
know that Jesus has authority and power 
to forgive sins, He heals the man sick 
of the palsy. Only God could do that. 
Only God can forgive sins, therefore, 
Jesus must be God. 


Ephesians 2:1-10. Note here, especially 
in verse 8, the glory of faith. This ought 
to be a memory verse for everyone. “By 
grace are ye saved through faith’, and 
then, “it is the gift of God”. Simple pos- 
session of faith is no magic cure all, but 
the possession of Christ or better still, the 
being possessed by Christ is the answer 
for men’s souls. 


@ QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. It has been said that faith con- 
sists of knowledge, trust and assent. 
Which of these three do you think are 
most important? Why? 

2. Is faith as an attitude of the mind 
enough? Must faith be expressed in word 
and deed? 

3. How can a young Christian best 
express his faith? 

4, Will faith die if it is not cultivated 
and expressed in prayer? 

5. Was the first purpose of Jesus’ 
miracles to relieve human suffering or 
was it to prove He was God and Saviour? 

6. Have you ever seen miracles per- 
formed? Have you heard of a miracle in 
human events in recent years? 

7. Jesus did not assume an outward 
air of piety on his way to the home of 
Jairus. Why do some Christians try to 
appear pious? 

8. From this topic can you under- 
stand why we should witness to others 
about Christ? 
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HOW JESUS DEALT WITH MEN: (5) A WOMAN PLEADING 
/ FOR HER CHILD 


Matthew 15:21-28 
By THE REV. ALFRED L. BECK, Rochester, N. Y. 


@ PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION 

Place near the speaker a picture depicting 
Jesus in the act of healing or ministering to 
some human need. 

The topic might well be presented as a talk, 
providing opportunity is given for a general 
discussion of some of the major points. A list 
of suggested “thought starters” follows the 
topic material. : 

It might be a good idea to follow the dis- 
cussion with the showing of a film strip or 
motion picture dealing with social service, one 
of the church’s institutions of mercy, or dis- 
placed persons. ; 

Arrange chairs in such fashion that a dis- 
cussion will be informal and easy to hold. 


@® DEVOTIONS 


Call to Worship: 

“One there is above all others, 
Well deserves the Name of Friend; 
His is love beyond a brother’s, 
Costly, free, and knows no end; 
They who once His kindness prove 
Find it everlasting love.” 


Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” | 


(288 PSH; 195 CYH?* ) 
The Beatitudes, or Psalm 63 (in unison) 
The Gloria Patri (sung or said ) 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 15:21-28 
Prayer: \ 

O Lord Jesus Christ, we thank Thee that 
Thou didst look upon mankind with mercy 
and compassion. We praise Thee for Thy 
constant love. Help us, we beseech Thee, to 
match Thy love in daily acts of true charity. 
Keep us ever aware of those in our com- 
munity and world who suffer deep needs, 
and grant us the desire to render aid when 
we can. May Thy Kingdom come on earth 
as it is in heaven, and may it come in some 
small measure through us who seek to do 
Thy will. In Thy dear Name we pray. Amen. 

Hymn: ‘Where Cross The Crowded Ways of 
Life’ (169 PSH; 288 CYH*) 
Topic Presentation 
Offering 
Hymn: “Jesus, Master, Whose I Am” 
(284 PSH) 
The Benediction 


° Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the U.L.P.H. 


@ THE TOPIC 

The story of the Canaanite woman 
who pleaded with Jesus to restore her 
daughter’s mind to health is remarkable 
in several ways. Jt reveals again the 
profound trust that people had in His 
ability and power to help them. It gives 
us a priceless picture of a mother’s deep 
concern for her child, and of her un- 
swerving faith in Christ. Though she 
did not forget her daughter's plight for 
one moment, she never doubted nor 
grew bitter. She clung the more tena- 
ciously to her belief that Christ could 
and would help. You will search long 
for a more poignant account of real need 
and persistent faith. 

But the story as we have it in Mat- 
thew’s Gospel is remarkable in another 
way. It gives us an unusual insight into 
Jesus’ method of dealing with human 
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suffering and need. Notice these four 
guides: 

1. His awareness of needs. 

His careful study of those needs. 
His eagerness to help the deserv- 
ing. 

4. His complete lack of prejudice. 

This wasn’t the only time that Jesus 
stopped to listen to an appeal for help. 
It happened so often that the disciples 
at last grew weary of such pleas. “Send 
her away,” was their advice. But Jesus 
did not send her away. He wanted to 
hear her story. It happened again and 
again. Whether it was this woman of 
Canaan, the blind beggar by the road- 
side, the ten lepers, the lame man at the 
pool of Bethesda, or the bewildered in- 
tellectual Nicodemus—Jesus was always 
alert to human needs. He could not 
pass by on the other side as did the 
Priest and the Levite, pretending not to 
hear. He was the “Good Samaritan.” 
He was always willing to listen to the 
cries of the needy and helpless. 

This is not to say that He was soft- 
hearted and sentimental. He was any- 
thing but that. The second step He took 
in almost every instance was to study the 
need, to ask questions, to inquire into 
motives. He does that here. Notice how 
carefully he asks questions of this 
mother. They were searching questions. 
He was testing her sincerity. 

Once convinced of her complete trust- 
worthiness He hesitates no longer. His 
help is forthcoming—at once! “O woman, 
great is thy faith; be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt. And her daughter was made 
whole from that very hour.” No long 
delays, no postponements! She received 
immediate aid. 

It is worth noting that Jesus’ willing- 
ness to help someone who was in real 
need was all the more remarkable be- 
cause it showed a complete lack of pre- 
judice. This woman was not a Jew. She 
lived in Canaan, and the people of that 
land did not worship Israel’s God. More- 
over, she was of another nationality. 
For the Pharisees it would have proved 
an insurmountable obstacle. For any 
other Master of Israel it would have 
been an impossible barrier. “But the love 
of God is broader than the measures of 
man’s mind,” and for Jesus the thing 
that mattered was that here was a human 
being in distress. That was the supreme 
consideration. Every other factor—a dif- 
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fering nationality, a differing background, 
a differing language—seemed of no impor- 
tance. 


Our Awareness of Needs Today 

It would be an interesting experiment 
to ask the members of a Young People’s 
Luther League at some meeting, just 
how much concern they are showing for 
those in the community who are suffer- 
ing real needs today. It would be inter- 
esting to find out if our attitude toward 
suffering and need resembles that of the 
disciples who felt annoyed by such fre- 
quent pleas, or whether it resembles that 
of the Master. \ 

The experiment might consist of an- 
swering such questions as these: When 
did you last visit a sick friend or neigh- 
bor at his home, or at the hospital? How 
much clothing did YOU contribute to 
Lutheran World Relief for distribution 
overseas? When did your prayers include 
petitions for those who sit in prisons, 
homeless refugees, the mentally afflicted, 
the aged? You have laughed at the drunk- 
ard who staggers along the street, but 
have you ever prayed for him? Did you 
invite one of your community’s “less for- 
tunates” to your home for dinner last 
Christmas? Have you ever invited an 
unchurched neighbor to attend church 
with you? I wonder what the answers to 
such questions would be?- 


The League Program Offers a Challenge 
One of the fine things about the 
Luther League program is that it con- 
stantly challenges us to be alert to human 
needs. Think of the grand success we've 
had with our Mission Projects. In every 
case we were first made aware of a need 
—in Konnarock, Virginia; in Japan; in 
China; in India. Then we were asked 
to study that need carefully. And finally, 
we were asked to respond as Jesus re- 
sponded to the plea of the woman of 
Canaan for her child—without prejudice! 
And we responded wholeheartedly. 
Think also of the challenge that comes 
to us regularly in our Life Service Pro- 
gram. The need for Christian doctors, 
nurses, pastors, teachers, social workers, 
deaconesses, parish workers, institutional 
workers, is constantly being presented. 
Here is an opportunity to offer real help 
to those who need assistance. What a 
thrill to see the hearty response that is 
being given to such appeals by Leaguers 
all over the United States and Canada! 
_ Whenever the league undertakes a so- 
cial service project, it does that which is 
pleasing in God’s sight, and it becomes 
a stronger league. Leaguers who make 
visitations to the orphan’s home, the home 
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for the aged, carol in the hospitals, show 
slide films to the shut-ins of the congre- 
tion, ete., are matching Christ’s spirit 
of compassion in a very real way. They 
deserve high praise. 

At a state convention of the Luther 
League of New York, a speaker once 
listed “Ten Ways to Kill a League.” It 
was an ingenious talk. In a serious man- 
ner he urged leaguers never to begin 
meetings on time, never to plan meet- 
ings in advance, adopt a negative atti- 
tude, etc. “Should all of these fail,’ he 
concluded, “there is one way that will 
never fail. Close your ears to all appeals 
for help, ignore any plan to render serv- 
ice to others, spend all your time in so- 


cials, self-enjoyment and parties. That 
will do it!” He was right, that will do it! 

The Leaguer (and the League) that 
is alert to human needs about him is a 
Leaguer who grows in Christian under- 
standing and compassion. The Leaguer 
(and the League) that sets out to meet 
such needs enters upon an adventure of 
faith that will bring rich, spiritual re- 
wards. In such a giver’s hands the gift 
will be multiplied and blessed. 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

Does it really help a league to engage 
in projects that help others? 

What projects has our league under- 
taken in the last year or two that would 


qualify as servce projects? (These might 
be listed on a blackboard.) 

Are there any real needs within our 
own congregation that we might tackle? 
Are there any within the community? 

Is it possible for a Christian to meet 
all the appeals for help that come to 
him? If there are too many appeals, 
how are we to judge those that are most 
deserving of our help? 

Does the “Community Chest” take 
care of all the needs of the community? 

Does the “Community Chest” relieve 
the Christian of his responsibility to show 
love and mercy? 

Are “soft-hearted” people always wise 
in administering their charities? 


A Hearty Party 


(Continued from Page 19) 


must find the lady the shoe fits and he 
becomes her partner. The first gentleman 
to find his original partner deserves a 
special reward. 


Proposals 

This hazardous competition will afford 
the spectators and actors great amuse- 
ment. Partners have been chosen by the 
previous game. The lady is instructed to 
be seated and the gentleman is told to 
act out a convincing proposal. Prizes are 
awarded to the couple judged by the 
guests to have given the most entertain- 
ing or most convincing performance. 


Heart Darts 
For those who are interested in dis- 
covering a secret admirer or knowing 
their fortune, place small gold hearts on 
a large white heart. On each heart place 


some interesting fact concerning your 


guest’s future; such as, “you will take a 
long voyage,” “you will inherit a great 
fortune’, etc. Then allow your guests 
to throw darts at the hearts to determine 
his or her future. 


Refreshments 
Even Cupid will approve of delicious 
cherry whipped jello, topped with 
whipped cream and accompanied by Val- 
entine cookies or cherry-nut cake with 
fluffy pink icing. 


Cross-Word Puzzle Solution 
(See Page 15) 
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The Way That Pays 


One step won't take you very far; 


You've got to keep on walking. 


One word won't tell folks who you are; 


You've got to keep on talking. 


One inch won’t make you very tall; 


You've got to keep on growing. 
One little deed won't do it all; 
You've got to keep on doing. 


—Selected 
Co-educational 


Lenoir Rhyne College 


HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


In the foothills of the Blue Ridge 


Founded 1891 


Fully Accredited 


Chinese Communists Block Mercy Flights of ‘’St. Paul” e 


(Continued from Page 10) 


and that number is known for a CATC plane. With that 
number you cannot fly.” 

Finally, on Nov. 20, the St. Paul took to the air again 
with the markings of the Civil Air Transport (CAT) on 
its fuselage, and the new license number XT811. The 
CAT is headed by Major General Claire Chennault, war- 
time commander of the famed “Flying Tigers” in China. 

“The St. Paul has really won a remarkable standing 
among China’s airline officials, not to mention the repu- 
tation it has among missionaries and relief organizations,” 
commented Pastor Olson. |! 


The College of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of North Carolina, plac- 
ing emphasis on Christian Character and 
Scholarship. 


® Band, Choir, Forensics, Dramatics and 
Athletics offer special opportunities in 
extra-curricular activities. 


Application for admission should be made early 


For further information write to 


Vorcut R. Cromer, President 
Hickory, N. C. 
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Operation Spiritual 
In February 


PROJECT IV 


(Continued from Page 2) 

The pictures, as described, are for sale at Luther League 
Headquarters, Philadelphia, at $4.00 per hundred, or 50 
cents per dozen. Most of the cost goes to the owner of 
the copyright, Wamer Sallman, the artist who drew it. 
The Luther League of America is not interested in making 
a profit, but it can not afford free distribution. Send full 
payment with each order, please. 

“Of what value is such a practice?” you may ask. Here’s 
the answer: 

1. It will be a vivid reminder of the constant nearness 
of Christ. 

2, It will help one realize the daily fellowship of 
prayer with Him which is the Christian’s privilege. 

3. It will be a constant reminder of the true lordship 
of Christ in our lives. 

(a) We are to seek to do His will and follow His 
way for our highest good and His glory. 

(b) We are to recognize that the redeemed are to 
be stewards of His grace on behalf of the unsaved. 
4. “Christ in every purse” will remind -us frequently 

of the importance of the stewardship of our means. 

5, It will encourage us to seek to know His will for 
our lives by reading and studying His word daily. 
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Dr. Bella Expelled From 
Communist Slovakia 


(Continued from Page 10) 


During his assignment in Czechoslovakia, Dr. Bella 
worked with Lutheran Church officials on the distribution 
of funds and goods sent from America for postwar relief 
and reconstruction. Grants totaling more than $265,000 
have been made to Czechoslovakia from Lutheran World 
Action funds, and Lutheran World Relief has shipped 
food, clothing and miscellaneous supplies valued at more 
than $100,000. 


Kooks College 


Founded 1842 


= 


Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A Superior Christian College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
in the Lutheran Synod of Virginia 


H. SHERMAN CHERLY, Ph.D., President 


Thirty-two 


How Tatheraa Churches Grew In 1948 


(Continued from Page 11) 


1,361 or 3.2 per cent; Negro Missions, 578 or 3.9 per cent; 
Finnish Suomi Synod, 443 or 1.5 per cent; Lutheran 
Brethren, 331 or 12.0 per cent; Norwegian Synod, 273 or 
2.9 per cent; Slovak Church, 61 or 0.2 per cent. 

Losses were sustained by five groups. The Joint Synod 
of Wisconsin showed a decrease of 26,570 members or 
8.1 per cent; Danish Lutheran Church of 1,098 or 5.4 
per cent; Eielsen Synod of 75 or 5.2 per cent; and Finn- 
ish National Church of 2 or 0.03 per cent. Figures for 
the Lutheran Free Church and the Finnish Apostolic 
Church were taken from summaries of previous years. 

New figures were obtained for the first time since 
1943 for independent congregations, those not affiliated 
officially with any organized body, and incomplete re- 
plies showed a loss of 6,180 members or 80.8 per cent, 
while the number of such congregations dropped from 
20 to 12. 
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The Luther League of America 


Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228-134 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 


REV. JOSEPH W. FREASE - - - 
REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER -— - 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


OFFICERS 
ROY. HENRICKSON -- => = Ss = 
Box 298, Zelienople, Pa. 
GARFIELD E. RAYMOND - - -_ First Vice-President 
86 Norman Avenue, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
RAY: CLINE ay eo steep Second Vice-President 
Route 3, Concord, N. C. 
MISS RUTH GREVE Recording Secretary 
77 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 
HOWARD TURKHEIMER, Jr. - - - - Treasurer 
405 Muhlenberg Bldg., 1228 Spruce St., Phila. 7, Pa. 


MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 


Term 1949-1951 
EUGENE GEIGER - DeKalb Street, Center Square, Penna. 
MISS ELEANORE GUDERIAN - 1002 Lynnhurst, Louisville, Ky. 
REV. W. F. MOST - 5211 Seward St., Omaha 4, Nebraska 
CLARENCE L. NEUN - 160 Hagen St., Buffalo 15, N.Y. 
Chairman, Special Gifts 
Term 1949-1953 
GEORGE BILLMAN - 739 Woodlawn Ave., Springfield, O. 
LUTHER DEHNEL - 2609 Portland, Minneapolis, Minn. 
REV. HAROLD F. PARK 
A-2 Kelly Court Apts., MacArthur Ave., Columbia, S. C. 
MISS EDNA WAGNER 
2142 W. Lexington St., Baltimore, Md. 


Executive Secretary 
Associate Secretary 


President 


Immediate Past President 
HOWARD L. LOGAN - 757 Pioneer Drive, Glendale 6, Cal. 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

REV. PAUL J. RENZ - 263 Oakwood St., Hammond, Ind. 
Chairman, Education Committee 

REV. ALFRED L. BECK - 33 Grove St., Rochester 5, N. Y. 
Chairman, Life Service Committee 

MISS MARGARET McFALLS - 1809 Third St., Altoona, Pa. 
Chairman, Missionary Committee 
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WAGNER COLLEGE 


Founded 1883 


Co-Educational 
STATEN ISLAND 1, New York City 
A.B., B.S., and B.R.E. degrees 
Courses in Nursing leading to R.N. and BS. 
Two Year Course in General Studies 
Fully Accredited 
Water C. LancsaM, Ph.D., President 


A Lutheran College 
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Newberry, S. C. 


IS ... A Senior College of the U. L. C. A. 
Fully Accredited 
A Home Away from Home 


Interested in the Individual 
Why not write for folder and catalog? 


Address: PRESIDENT JAMES C. KINARD 
Drawer 425, Newberry, S. C. 


A Century of Faith 
Devoted to Education 


has brought to Wittenberg nationwide recognition as a 
strong liberal arts college. True to its Christian heritage, 
Wittenberg develops the well-rounded student—intellect- 
ually, spiritually, physically, socially. 


Write for tre Caalog and View Book 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 


Affiliated with the University of Western Ontario 
WATERLOO, ONTARIO 


The only Senior Arts College of the Lutheran Church in Canada. 
Co-educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree. 

Men’s and Women’s Residences on the Campus. 

Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living. 


For further information apply to: 


H. T. Lenmann, B.A., Tu.D., President 


Christian Training Grounds 
THE HOME—THE CHURCH—THE SCHOOL 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Fully Accredited Coeducational 


A Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the Building 
of Christian Character 


For Additional Information Consult 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 


HARTWICK COLLEGE 


ONEONTA, NEW YORK 


The Lutheran College of the Catskills 


Founded 1928 Co-Educational 


A Four-year fully accredited college controlled 
by the United Lutheran Synod of New 
York, emphasizing Christian values. 


A.B. and B.S. degrees in Liberal Arts. 


Secondary Teaching, Business Administration, 


Nursing. 
Full-time Christian Service (Parish Work). 
Pre-professional programs in major fields. 
Students admitted in September and February 


Henry J. ARNOLD, Ph.D., LL.D., President 


THIEL COLLEGE 


GREENVILLE, PA. 


A Christian College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Fully Accredited 


For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 
An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


Co-educational 


UNIVERSITY 
AT SELINSGROVE 


SUSQUEHANNA 


IN THE HEART OF PENNSYLVANIA 


An Accredited Co-Educational College, 
Dedicated to Christian Scholarship 


LIBERAL ARTS 

MUSIC 

TEACHER TRAINING 
BUSINESS EDUCATION 


G. Morris SMITH, 
A.M., D.D., LL.D., 
President 


Midland College is a 4-year co- 
educational liberal arts college; defi- 
nitely Christian in atmosphere and 
practices. Fully accredited. Moderate 
expenses. Affiliated with The United 
Lutheran Church in America. 


MIDLAND COLLEGE 


Wiri1aM P. Hieronymus, FHI., President 


63rd Year FREMONT, NEBRASKA 
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Sheet Size 7144” x 1012” 


White Rag Content Bond Paper with Deep 
Pointed Monarch Size Envelopes. Envelopes 
are printed with name of Luther League and 
address on flap of envelope. 


100 Sheets and 100 Envelopes 
$2.75 


250 Sheets and 250 Envelopes 
$4.75 
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For Sale Only By 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


SPECIALIZING IN LUTHER LEAGUE SUPPLIES 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


